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_** Hodges's Paper, I atrewpr it's Refuration ; He advances nothing of Argu- 


ment for the Prelacy, that bas not appear d to the World an Age ago, with greater 


Advantage, and from better Hands; nor pretend I to do his Work, with. any other 
than (ome of the good old Reaſoning, which is built upon the Apoſtolic Foundation, 
and mhich many Maſters of Superiour Learning have manag'd ta a perfection far be- 


yond any thing I have here occaſion to Offer; ſo that the unhappy Diſpute is lile to : 


receive but very ſlender Improvement from either Performance. 


But I was aware ſuch a Diſcourſe, however far bilow the public Regard of any a- 


| mong our Reverend and Learned Miniſters, might happen, nevertheleſs, to convey 
miſtaken Sentiments concerning the Way of Truth, into the unwary minds of ſuch, as 


ly not in the road of 4 nearer acquaintance with the Merits of the Debate; and be 


| # moreover extol d, by ſome-People as ſufficient to confound the moſt Learned among the 


Northern Diſſenters, sf it bave leave to be ſcatter about the Country, without any | 


1 Cenſure at all, 


T he Author of Corah's Tranſgreſſion is not to take it ill, that tho? his Letter 7s 


directed to a Miniſter, The Anſwer is from One who is neither Miniſter, Preacher, 
nor Elder (which I think Pm oblig d, in Fuſtice, thus plainly to tell him and the World, 


of any unman ner ly intruſion into the Correſpondence he pretends to; for I muſt beg 


that neither the Cauſe, nor Perſons of any Public Character among us may ly under æ 
Reflection for the weakneſs of this Eſſay) who yet can preſume to reckon my ſelf Innocent 


his pardons to look upon that Correſpondence to be really none at all; tis only a bold ſort 
of a Figure,men call a Fiction, an amuſing Decorum to the Modiſh way in which he 


| choos d to adareſs the Publick:, and if this be a miſt ake, he has an eaſy way of refuting 


it. Moreover I'm very confident, there is not 4 Presbycerian Miniſter 


in the North (beſides a great many among Us their Hearers) but was abundantly 


qualify d to ſend Mr. H- - his Anſwer while the Prefs was warm with his Piece; 


And now that I have waited theſe ſeveral Weeks, and ſee nothing appearing from any 
| other Hand; 1 venture upon the reaſons abeve- mention d, to publiſh the following Re- 


marks: And when the Cauſe comes tobe more Powerfully Attack'd, rig every way 


capable of more Vigorous Defence, and there's enongh of Abler Hands to do it 
| right. | | 


Perhaps it may be thought ſtrange, that the Author of this Pamphlit has net 83 
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Jr is not that I meet with any thing Extraordinary or New in the Body of Air, 
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. has encounter'd s Nameleſs Adverſary, an Anſwer 
ta Nam ought at leaſt to [atisfy him. I have not the Vanity to believe my 


, y Acceſſion to the Credit of the Cauſe I plead; and perhaps the ſame 


d give XY 
H-. Pefedes, I have no 
ing an Author, nor do I Court any body's Favour, which are the pre- 
tations with ſome Propie. To conciude, Im perſuaded this Anonimous 
more effettuilly than all his Proteſturions, inuuce the World to believe, 
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Tx. Hic es ; Stumb1'd aparr & a very unlucky ſort of Deſi ign, nen hs el 
Iſach terrible Words as Corab's Ti Fanjgreſſi on Ac. For a Title to his Ne 


Tis, at beſt, but a paltry Occupation to des! in Rane and Scandal, 0 
up for an Officious Cenſor, and turn Accuſer of the Brethren... 

But then if he Fails, (as he has Notoriouſly done) to prove the Diſputable - 
der of Bi ſhops, to have as unqueſtionable a Right to their high Superiority ouer 
ecbyters, as Aaron had to the Dignities of the High-Pri:ſthood: If he has ſo 
deſpaired of being able, às he has not ſo much-as attempted, any where in 
s Bock, to Prove, that Diſclaiming the Prelacy has as rank Impiety in it, 
the Unholy Ambition of Corah and his ſeditious Retinue; if the Murmuring, 
> imagines, the Diſſenters make againſt the Order of Biſhops, comes any „ 
ort of the Guilt of open Sacrilegious Inſults upon the Chriſtian Prieſthood 3 25 


r moſt inveterate Foes muſt own it does; Why then, 
He has left it free for any one, that pleaſes to be ſo ſevere upon/him, to call 


/ 


race that Vouchſafes us Froteclion here, againſt the Empl Parlament that 


Framed us a Legal Toleration with them; and againſt the Parliament of the - 


United Kingdom, who have ratify'd our "Legal Eft æbliſument in North. grit ain 
nto an inviotebte, unalterable Fundamental of the happy Union: And what fert 
of Oomplement, do's he think, will it make to Her Majeſty, and thoſe hanour- 
able Patriots, (the Biſhops. themſelves not excepted) to tell them, they have - 
Eftabliſbed ſuch Notorious Wickedneſs by their Zaws, as hath been puniſh'd. with 
s Awfuland Immediate . Vengeance from Heaven, as an) we read of in the 


Pale: If chis were once Concluded, the next ſtep muſt be to Unhinge all 
Thoſe happy Settlements on which the Peace of the Nations do's fo: much . 
But, Bleſſed be God, our Legiſlative Powers are too wiſe and too Sood, to de . 


Byaſs'd by ſuch Lagrasieu Hints and Perſecuting Innuendos as this. 
FA where, I wonder, Was the Neceflity of all that Parade of Scripture on 
itle· 
Re Are they Aſpiring to the Prieſthoad, (ſeeking to be:Biſhops ? Are 
they Mobbing the Cuil and Eccleſtaſtital Governors for Spiritual Promotion, . 
Corab and his curſed Raut, Numb. 16? Or Maurmuring againſt their Supexiou 


. e Ne 


3 2 


bs T: ranſgreſſion &. An Uamannerly and Random-Tittle, a very i- made 5 


0 did ag — 
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d Invidious Compariſon ; a Heinous Indecent Aurmuring againſt the Royal © 


Fs. 
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Bet 


e Didthe Man Dream it con bear any accurate Application 10 * 


r — 


Exod. 16. 8 Were theſe our Crimes, Were this our Wretched cafe, a 


* Ss 
A 4 


Men muſt needs think, the Third and Laſt Text ſpoke a peculiar Cautien t 
V Mankind. oe IE Ht a7 > 


But now 'tis ſome Comfort to a Prezbyterian Reader, that Ar. H. s Book i 
not of a piece with it's From; and thus if he can digeſt a little hard Languag 
and. Novel - Phraſe upon a Title-Page; He will find the Entertainment, generall 

more eaſy and agreeable; throughout the Letter. it ſelf; which I preſently pro 


e „„ ren. 6 LMETE 
l can freely indulge our Author his firſt Paragraph as a neceſſary Formality 
without makiag any over - critical Search into the Strictneſs of his Education i 
ww _ the Presbyter1an way, of cenſur ing the Sincerity of his Aim and View, when h 
= left us to embrace Epiſcopacy! and I preſently fall in with his firſt manly Though 
= about Religion, That Education con'd not be the proper Foundation fer him t 
3 $zild his Faith upon: Yet I take leave to think his Charity a little lame and in 
Iadicious too, when he ſuppoſes his Neighbours, Men of better Paris than he ma. 
had no other Foundation for Theirs: Though I have nothing to ſay fot thok 
People that deny'd the Outward Uſe of Sacraments; but wiſh the Author hat 
_ oblip'd Us with a farther Account of their Opinion---- whether They retain' 
any Inward Vſe of thoſe Holy. Ordinances ? if they fancy'd the External Actio 
of a Sacrament cou'd be per form'd by Thinking ? or a Perſon be Baptiz'd wit! 


Benefit of a ſtrong Imagination! DRE + | 
But then, tis odd, methinks,. a Man ſo much ſhock'd with the wnreaſonabl 
Miſtates of thoſe about him, as to abandon the whole of his own Religious Te 


"nets, as one great Univerſal Miſtake, (for fo you may believe it was with hin 


Every Thing he ſhow'd receive) did not fall, firſt of all, into ſome Enquir) 
about the Authority of Holy Scripture upon which, no queſtion, the Greater 
Share of thoſe unreaſonably miſtaking People, ou'd pretend to found their Re. 
ligious Opinions But that Authority, it ſeems, he never made any Scruplk 


derſtand him taking no part of it hat way, except the Bible. = | 
6 But how hecame to be directed from Rom 10. 13 &c to make the miſſion 
e» of his Paſtors the very firſt of his new Religious Enquirys,l cannot-conceive ; for, 
== -Hhowever that Scripture.do's Juſtify a Rational Enquiry into the miſſion of out 
ſtanding Goſpel Paſtors; yet I ſhou'd think, one ſeriouſly reſolved, as our author 
would have us believe he was, upon rebuilding to himfelf a New and Rationd 


& 3 . Im 


Water, and Eat Bread and Drint Wine at the Table of the Lord, purely by th 


about.; he was taught ſo from bis. Youth up, and it was the Beſt when he tells us 
BY . therefore, he was reſolued to take no part of his Religion any longer on the ſcore ( 
ſuppoſe he means from the Impreſſions or Prejudices) of his duc ation, we muſt un- 


Scheme 


i 
R 

l 
le 
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when he put on a Reſolution, to examin into the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſlity of; 


** % 
PP” _ T_T, — 


pv. 
ET NIP 


ieme ve of Religion Opp,” wou Gd a Sealy and We matters 25 le of a, 15 th "0 -— 


. © Feater importance, that deſery*d to take place of that Queſtion. - - 
Reſolved however, by any How, to begin with the miſſion of his paſtors, he did 
u OS!) to have recourſe to the Bible; which l'm fully fariffy*d, with kim, is the only. 
le CO. be guided byin this Important Enquiry. 
Ne ſeis out then, with the Bleſſed Jeſus ! but did not certainly keep cloſe by 
ears ſacred Company all the way, or his Eye has been unhappily diverted, when 
all took no notice of thoſe remarkable Circumſtances of our Savier”s Life, be- 
Yrofficen his Difputation with the Jewiſh Doctors, and his Bapti/m, Luk: 2. 51, 
But ſeems to have ſeen more than others can do, Hig he tells us Chriſt at 
Tt f erdæin d the Twelve, that he might ſend Em ent to Preach and Baptize; where- 
"1, there is no mention at all, of Baptizing, in the Inſpired accounts of That Or- 
nation, of the Commiſſion or Directions that follow'd upon it, or the Relation 
ey mage to their maſter of the ſacceſs that attended their Miniſtry. 
*Tis true we are told Is : 4. 2. That the Diſciples baptized ; ig as *tis more 
an probable, by comparing this with the 2 3. &.24th, Verſes of the preceed- 

g Chapter; that this Baptizing was before Jobn Baptiſt's Impriſonment ; and 
Waſequently, before that firſt Ordination of the Twelve; ſo the author will ne- 
er be able to prove that i it was any other than a Baptiſin perform'd at the occa- 

onal Command, and in the preſence of Jeſus: and thus it makes nothing for 

is Aſſertion. 
Wen Mr: .- tells us: that Our Loyd remained the. High. Prieſt ever the 
Mouſe of God, and kept the Epiſcopal Power over his Church in his on 
Zand till after bis Refurrection - and then committed the managment of his Pat 5 
urch to the Apoſtles. - He is irreligiouſly miſtaken, if he means that 
ur Lord either ſhar'd his Epiſcepal Authority among Them, or gave Then, 5 
ereby, any Commiſſion o - abſolute as his from the Father was. For as tis cer- 
ain. Jeſus Chriſt never ſo eminently appear'd to be the high prieſt of our Profeſſion, 
til He had aboliſh'd the. Fewiſh Oeconomy by his Death, = was declar'd tg © be 
Wc Son of God with Power, by the Reſurrection from the Dead; fo, He muſtretain the 
Feommunic abi Prerogatives of the High Prieſthood. in His own Hands, and con- 
nue the Chief Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls until His ſecond. Appearance. And 
Nat Expreſſion Jo. 20 21, As my Father hath ſent Me, ſo ſend 1 Jou; muſt mean 
Inly the Divine Authority, and not any unlimited Extent of their Commiſſion.* | 

Thus far I thought-there was Ground to remark upon the, Authors Grand p- 

ratus; and ſeeing he expreſſes no other Deſign. by it, than toEftabliſh what be 

alls his Script ure- Truth? I came forthwith ta conſider T hat, as we have it aſs 95 

ayed in overgrown Characters, Pag. 5. viz. 
hos ſince - mk was 4 4 God 'the Father te. Purchaſe. 4 Church to himſelf; 0 2 4 
a M — N 
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dee Cauſe he appeers for, had he took ſome ſpecial Faim to new it's 


5 readily 


5 1 is to be the only Rule eh ante N Enquery-3 3 ſeems 13 
7 . to me; becauſe, © X 


dn _Foftle might die, leaving an Evargel 
for Example, in Dalmmaria, Tyehicus at ' 
Wien, the remainder of his Life, or while of his abode there, might likewiſc ds 
eicile ſotme /pecial Charch Far; ſtbtt;on, by Virtue. of his Hunctian which was © 
traordinaty too, tho“ inferior to the 
weak, to draw the One or Other kind of | 
flaſtical Alminiſtrations, when no ſuch Extraordin 
vang eliſt were or Earth. And thus that Mr. H. Principle may be of 


Dy Linitamien, Vit. That the Pattern for Ordinary Church Government, 


8 
2 


- N 8 She 1 
Yo | 


- os hed wh ver Po 


$ 2 it fter 4 manner era rs re 2 Jiben in w e 

6 = . 4 Spiritual Government Log Sand a ah 41 the Chriſtian Church, i in 
dee of Government, it muſt remain unalterably te rhe End of the World... f 
Ilrłͥke latter part of this compound Propoſition, viz. In whatever State * Sp | - 

Og hal Government, &c. is evidently intended by our Author to be a Foundation 
Lis following Argument and therefore it was no more than a Debt he - ow'dfff - 


Gy 


pon What went before. The Coherence of the One with the Other i is not 


7 as he may imagin. The Anrecendent is Goſpel, but it is a TA 
Cynſequence. He was not to expect that Delivering the whole With [ 

| Air of aſſurance, under the Character of a: Scripture-Trach, aud ul - 
The Authority of bis Conſcience, Was enough, to command it Univ — 
Ajent. Eſpecialy, ' that we find the ver Learned Stillingfres r 

- *- Celebrared lrenicum, as a Direct e ſuch a Frineiple. And tho ko * 
not efpouſe that Ne Dottors Semtiments in their utmoſt Laticude- 5 yer 1 : 
bor cheprefent of Opinio, : 
That our Aurhor's Priticiple can never be good, vuleſs he Gan prove from + Y 

= Seriper e, That there was an exact Uniformity in Spiritual Adminiſtations amd 


Churches planted by the Apoſtles. But that ſuelli an Uniformiy cou d 


tain, within the Period of the Apoſtvlick Age, or for ſome time a 
» Cotiſequently, we cannot learn 


any ſuch thing from Seri pure Arco 


As an Apo 2 by Virtue of his Supereminent Office, might certainly ret 


What of an Extraordinary Rule, e' vn in Churches already erected into Ri 


. Jar. Conflitutions, where the Spirit of God at any time directed his Reſidence: || © 


iſe in a fixed or ſettled Church, Till. 
Epheſus, or Jimethy at Philippi, any . 


aliral: But now it were extrem 
ance into prevedent for future Ec 
ary Miniſter as an Apoſtle or 


18 ak all in the Argument before us; it maſt lie under the reſtcaia of this Exp! 
muſt be 
ned great only, where we 8 985 no Ema, Officer concerned in 
33 8 
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2 But now, altho' there was a Variety in the Spiritval Adminiſtrations, in ſo 
| -far asthey were inthe hands of Perſons ofa different Character, in one and another 
-Ghurcn,; planted by the Apeſties: Yer this did not infer any thing like a Schiſm a- 
. mong the 1 red Servailts of Jeſas Chriſt; becavſe that Variety was only Arci- ; 
(Kenai, or in Circumſtance, if you pleaſez there way noSchiſm, t ſay among chem; 
for we find a Spirit of perſe Union in the Sovereign Rules left us by Chriſt abd 
his \ Apoſtles, for Ordinary Church. Government, in the New-Teftanterit. This Veri. 
ety however is enongh to render our Author's Principle uſeleſs to all the intent 
and purpoſes. of his future Argument. And therefore were 1 to Argue, as he 
Propos d, upon the Aten of Goſpel-Paſtors, I wou'd lay down the tollowing 


o 


* — 
- 
- 


ar 


ge HOY, "Faye juſtly belong, vis. 
Ie Sirituul Auminiſtrations ought to continue in the Hands of ſuch Ordinary ſtan 
{ Wing Officers of the Ghriftian Church, as we find deſign'd for that ſacred fas Loew =q 
"#y the'Sovercign Dams of Jeſus Chi iſt recorded in the New-Teftament,. © 
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ſerve one 


z - \Evilhing Strokes ſcatter d up and down pon 
the 


BUUn | a his Paper: Tis a ſhrewd Evidenc 
to me, chat hh is tsn#r'd 2 little with the Angry Nations, ne gs recs 
of ſome of the h · Church ho are ſo far trom allowing any Presbyterian 80- 
- clety the Character of a true Church ; that Mr. Dodwell a. leading Man of the 
- Party, will: not allow them ſo much as Immornal Souls, kor any other than the ur- 
Poles of Damnation: And the very loweſt of theſe Mens Condeſcention is, That 


2 
- 


4. 
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Epiſcapal Communion, mult be left to the Uncovenanted mercy ef God. I word 
Lol wonder any Chriſtian Underſtanding cou'd ever entertain the Opinions 
dei Men are not aſhamed to be the Authors of; but that 1.confider nothing is 

too Extravagant, no Opinien too . Ridiculous to be ches f Pr 


I proceed no to obſerve the State of the Queſtion, as we have it immediatly 
4 2 1 5 s 14 . 5 b 1 
pi fubjoin d to the Scripture- Truth in theſe Terms? Whether the F & left this 
LE eee ee eee n order ſuperior to thæt of Precbyters, with 
Authority to Oraan and enſure them, or ſolely in the Hands of 'a number of Presþy= 
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And the Chnrches of Zyſtre, Tconium and Antioch in Pifdiz. | Ml 
And the Churches of Lira, and Antioch in Piſidia ., 
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Pur pole, as can be; for tis agreed on al hands, they weite 
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. Propofition, as an unſhaken_ Maxim, to direct me in determini 8, to Whom tũze | 


I ſhould have done with Mr. H-----"5Scripture-Truth already, but that l ob- 
terre aue EmPhatical Expreſſion in it, which I think deſerves a Remarke Wben 
he tells us, the Chriſtian Church muſt remain jenalterably, &c. and Pag. 16. De- = 

s all Title to che Power of the Keyes, beſdes ſome more Diftin= _ 4þ 
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All the Gburches in the World; that are not within the contracted Pale of the 3 
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ook dully deſig1'd, to impoſe a perſuaſion vpcn Ignorant People? There 


| E OH _ ſurable Prebyter were of neceſſity to att jointly with the other Presbyters that cen- 
_— _ {ure him, If Mr. H. had no ſuch Diſſingenuous view in Wording his Queſti. 


= ch, for him to uſe ſuch Terms as theſe, Wherhe 
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wer ci joimly. Tam much miſtaken: 
I this does not want more than the Marginal Note to clear. it of Obſcmity and 
Confuſion, -Selely in the Hands of 4 Number of  Precbyters over ther Fellow 


B ” 


» Prezbyters., who, of Neceſſity muſt att. Jointly , lies Miſerably Invovl'd: ld 
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is. a flat Contradicl ion in the Precbyterian Way of-cenſuring Miniſters, as if a &. 


© - on; his, Conceprions. of the Thing were deſperate muddy It was very eaſy | 
; him 1 | r Precbycers have a Divine Wa- 
. rant; to.Ordain a Prebyter ? Whether. a Presbytery-hath Power to cenſure. an Offen- 
ding Brother } Or Member of Their t? Now, I hope, there's no contradicton in 
all this; or, at leaſt, there's an Equal ContradiQion in a Number: of Biſhops Con- 

. fecrating one to the Epiſcetal Office, in their Cenſuring, Depoſing, or Excom- 
municating a Biſhop, who they lay, is as much a Spiritual Sovereign in his Dio- 
 .- ceſs, and pretends to as great Power and- Authority in Church- Affairs, as any 
of em all that inflict the Spiritual Funiſnment upon him: And I hope there is 
s neceſſity the Delinquent Biſhop ſhou'd act jointly with the others upen his own 
Tryal 3 there is as little Necefiry, in the other caſe, that an Offending Member 
of a Presbytery.ſhou'd act jsintiy with his Brethren in Cenſuring himſelf. And 
does rot every Parity: Caurt or Aſſembiy, in the World, claim a Priviledge, from 

the very Law of Nature, to Puniſh a Cenſurable Member? 
. There is no Inconſiſt ence at all then, in theſe two Eſſential: Parts. of Presby- 
terian Paſtoral Authority; However ſome People may entertain inconſiſtent! 
1 Speculations and Propoſe Queries, in Terms that hang but Odly together, con- 
cernipg them. And fo far as Ar. gives me opportunity, I ſhall ſhew that 
this ſame, Power of Preshyter s. to Ordainand Cenſure; is as unqueſtionably Mar- 
ramed from Divine Astherity, a8 "tis undeniably conſiſtent with Reaſon, and. the 
Unblameabie Practice of the pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity, rr 

But Kill, I wonder why our Author, at the beginning of Pag. 6. Should 
Name the Pre:byters of Scotland and Ireland, and yet leave the Reformed Churches 
of France and Holland and other Countries unmentioned? Unleſs he was a- 
- ſhamed to deny the Divine Mifficn of the Forreign Paſtors, at the ſame. time he 
does all he can to overturn it, in the Perſons of their Brethren of theſe. Kingdoms. 
Il come next to Obſerve how finely our Author manages the old- Arguments 
for Prelacy, from the inſtances of the pretended Epsſcopacy-of Titus over Crete, and 
Timothy over Epheſ © EBT be TR: FCC 
And here, Lexpected he wou'd attempt to give Us Scripture-Exidence fol 
i fan ns Po0t om a, x cre ff M 
I. That Tita and Timothy. were actually inveſted with the Sole Right of Ou ng 
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daining Presbyters, and a Sole Power of Juriſdiction over them, every whit as 
Extenſive, as that which the Biſhops of England and Ireland claim or e xerciſe at 
tis Day; That the Oze might thus be capable, at leaſt, of being a Compleat 


Pattern for the Other. + 


* 


II. That whatever part theſe Eminent Servants of God bore in the Spiritu- 


al Adminiſtratiops in the Churches of Crete and Epheſus, They did it by Vertue 


of a Srared Epiſcopal Relation to thoſe Places as their ordinary Dioceſſesz, Other- 
& wiſe 1 thought I ſhou'd continue in my former Sentiments concerning them, 
that they were left by the Apoſtle to perform a Trmporary Service only, among 
the Chriſtian People of either Place; and conſequently that no one now ſhou'd 


pretend to Succeed them in the Functions They had, any more than to be the 
Bcceſſors of Paul himſelf, in the plenitude of his Apoffolieal Character and Uni- 
ver ſal Epiſcopacy. PEE ds Ng | 


But to my great diſappointment, I meet with nothing of Scripture Proof for: 


Either of theſe, | 


His Argument from Titus runs thus Pag. 6. The Apoftie then, left the Govern- 


ment and Spiritual Power over the Church of Crete, in the Hands of Titus, in theſe 
Words, Tit. 1. 5. For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldſt ſet in 
Order the things that are wanting, and Ordain Elders or Presbyters, in every 


City, as I have appointed thee: This Text put me under a maniſeſt Neceſſity of 


Concluding, That the Power of Ordaining Presbyters to Preach the Word, and Ad. 
miniſter Sacramets, muſt always remain in Single Perſons of an Order Superionr to 
them, being ſo lodg d and never altered, by the Apoſtle St. Paul, in the ſingle Perſon 
of Titus, over the Iſland of Crete, which is about two hundred Miles long from Eaſt te 


our Dioceſſes, when this good Man had the Spiritual Power of ſo large an Iſland com- 
"mitted to him; a Power to Regulate and ſet in Order every thing he ſhould find amiſs, 
or diſorderly amorgſt them, with reſpect to their Religious Aﬀairs ;, as well as to Or- 


dain Officers ſor the Holy Miniſtry; and if any of thoſe Irregular People over the 


whole Iſland, whether Miniſter or Other, would not be reclaim'd from their Errourt, 
in the 
and Bar them from the Priviledges of the Goſpel Church, and that in his own Single 
Perſen too; Tit. 3. 1S. A Maa that is an Heretick after the Firſt and Second 
admonition Reject. , | : 


1 * I cannot believe it was his Ignorance for I'm io form'd he is a Teacher of that Science) mads 
Mr. H. . return us the Survey of Crete ſhort, by at leaft, 20 Miles in Breadth and 70 or 80 


Ia length, (for Cluverim folllowed by the Authors of Compleat Geography, reckons it 280 Miles 


in Length and 60ia Breadth;) but I believe he bluſh'd at che Ralk of the Dioceſs: he could 
not tell how one might manage fo vaſt a Charge, But ſtill our Author. has reaſon, tor all the 
Extend of that Iſtand, to complain of che Largeneſs of one Modera Dioceſs, I mean that of 
London, which is ftretch'd ſome Thouſands of Miles ia length; and contains at feweſt, thrice 
*3 many Souls at bome and abroad, at ever were of fixed Inhabitants in Crete, at one times 
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Weſt, and above Fourty in breadth from South to North, * and well planted with  Þ 
Cities: By this time, I thought I had no great Reaſon to Gomplain of the largneſs of _. 


Cpirit of Meekneſs, but prov'd Stiff and Unadviſeable, then he was to Reject 
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wich ſolarge + portion of paraphraſe and Conſequence, as our Author has here 
ö e Fre 
I Will fuppoſe a While with our Author, that Titz in the Words of the 
former Text had the Government. aud Spiritual Power of the whole Ifland com- 
mitted to him, or, to talk in Modern Phraſe, was made Biſhop of Creee ; 80 
that this ſpacious Iſland cenſiſting of a vaſt number of diſtinct Chriſtian Con- 
gregations became hereby one Particular Church, and our Author according 
do the Tenor of his Scriprure- Truth, is to make the State of Government in 
© Crete the Standard for modeling Church-Covernment, in all ſuccreding Gege- 


rations; for any thing know, he may yet reſume his Cardinal queſt ion about 1 


„ the Miſſion of ſome ſort of Paſtors. Eet any one but compare the Governmem 
= and Spiritual Adminiſtrations, in the Eſtabliſh'd Church with theſe of Cretethe 


+ 
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I. ſhall afterward'confider whether theſe two Verſes. can jaſtly be charg'd; 


l 


| - pretended Pattern; and I ſhall own him very ingenious it he can ſhew; me the 


Hkeneſs of the one in the other. 


© * 1 


Me are told indeed, that after the Prelacy grew powerful enough to caſt is 


feriour B:ſbops in Cete; But that happen'd long after the Days-of Tits. And 
was, moreover, a very remarkable Alteration of the State of Government, 


Nen Scheme of Church Polity have not reckon'd.themſcelves Oblidg d iv Conſeicnce 
to believe that the Church Government muſt remain unalterably. in tne State 
wherein the Apoſtle left it; elſe they had never preſum'd to cut and carve upon 


7 7 
1 
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tion purely Divine l. 

end of an Old Story, to give the Character of Apoſtolic al to that Latter Conſti- 
has labout'd to make him; and Timothy, in Ike manner, Metropolitan among 
the Churches of Leſſer. Aſia) beſides that our Author has render' d his Argu- 
ment incapable of any. ſervice hence, with reſpe& to the model of the 1riſ 
Gburch-Government, by liberally. beſtowing the whole Iftand upon Titus as his 
copal Cauſe ;, for then, as has frequently been obfery'd, the Power of Single Or- 


[| = his Proper'Succefſors. Aad thus Mr. H----- muſt een. travail into ſome other 
part of che World tban crete, in ſearch ofthe. twofold Prerogative of Sole Ordi- 
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Elf into the Hierarchick mould, there were feveral Archbiſhops with other la- 


1 3 '* wherein our Author ſuppoſes the Apoſt le left it: Sure the Framers of thar 
a Dioceſo exactly of Apoſtolical Dimenſions, and alter the Face of an Adminiſtra- 


tution it elt; and prove that Titus was Metropolitan of Crete, (as D*. Hammond 
ſiueie Diaceſan Charge, the Syppoſition wou d do à ſpecial Diſſervice to the Epiſ- | 


nation and Juriſdiction for the 1aſeriow Biſhops z Where he may likewiſe diſ- 
over an exatt Parorn for che lierare:nnn;x?;¹¹3. | 


Bgqt if our Author, or any other can draw in ſome kind Tradition or broxen 


dination nnd Juriſdiction muſt have been derived upon the Metropolitans only, 


come now to take a cloſer View of the Commentary or Meaning our Author 
uts upon Tit. 1. 5. He tells us That the Apoſtle leſſ the Government and Spiritual, 
omer over the Church of Crete, in the hands of Titus, in theſe Words For this, - 


=_— - 


auſe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in Order the things that are 


_ 


* 


Fautinge and Ordain Elders, or Precbyters in every City, as 1 have appointed: 
If by Government aud Spiritual Power he underſtands an ordinary fixed Juriſ-- 
jction Titus was inveſted withal, as the Bifhop of the Place; as he mult do, 
Pat it may anſwer his deſjzo ; I canaor comprehend any ſuch Meaning in the- 
Words, or Conſequence deducible from them. Tis certainly what they cannot 
Pear. At the ſame rate of Reaſoning, one may Argue, That when the Apoſtle: 
Ent Titus into any other place to Preach the Goſpel ;, he couſtituted him the Or- 
- Binary fixed Teacher of ſuch a People: For doubtleſs, the Apoſtle Tent: him 
Pt any where without inſtructing him in the Work he was to do, in Terms 
s Extenſive as theſe we have in Tir. 1. 5, Tho ſuch Inſtructions are not par- 
Icularly recorded to us: As tis certain the Apoſtle had told him before his 
Writing; for what imploymeat he left him in the Iſl ind, unleſs you would ab- 
Aly ſay, Titus led an Idle, Uuper forming Life, with reſpect to the ſpecial: 
uſineſs of his Stay there, from the Apoſtles Departure, till he received this 
piſtle. The words of this Commiſſion or Direction then, given to Titus, do no 
ore prove him the fixed Biſhop of Crete, than the Direction the Apoſtle gave. 
im to Preach in Crinth? or example, made him .a fixed Preacher in that 
arti of God's Vineyard: And now that I have mention d the Church of Corinth, 
I obſerve that this very Apoſtle. deſired Titus, 2. Cor. 8. 6. That as be had 
$-oun,. ſo be nauld allo Pio Foe ſame Grace (i. e. the Collection for the poor Saints) 
mong the Corinthians : Titus . cheerfully undertook that Service v. 16. and had 
The. Apoſtic's Teſtimonials to recommend him to the acceptance of that People 
F. 23. Here is abundance more now, to prove Titus fixed Deacon or Arch, . 
Deacon, if you pleaſe, of the Church of Corinth, than our Author can poſlidly 5 


rivg Us for proving him the fixed Biſhop of Crave, TS 
And becauſe Titus was to Ordain or Conſtitute Elders in every City in Crete, 
Iccording to the Apoſtles, appointment, he was not thereby inveſted with any 85 
Stared Epiſcopacy over the Res more than Paul and Barnabas. became the 
ſtat ed B. ſhops. of Hſtra, Jeon um and Antioch, becauſe we fiud They actualy Or- 
Pained J hem Elders in every one of thoſe Cities; and 'tis obſervable, this Was 


be 4%. bend 


hand they put to the Founding and Erecting of thoſe Churches, Ads 14. 
3. And fo did Titus leave Crere wen he had per formed the: buſineſs the A 
oſtle left him to do after his Departure, Tit. 3. 12. Paul and Barnaha did 
jot become fixed Biſhops of theſe Alan Towns, by what they did among Them. 
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neither did Titus become Biſhop of all the Citys of Crete, by doing a Work off 
the like nature among Thñg em. FN 
But this is only one Brauch of our Author's Commentary; the remaining one 
s, That the Power of Ordaining Presbviers to Preach the Word and Ad niniſter Sacra- 
ments, muſt always romain 7 822 Perſons of an order ſuperior to them, _ 
Wir Here, | humbly ask Mr. H----- a Civil Queſtion, How he came by the Se. 
crer, that the Presbyrers whom Titus was to Ordain, were to have juſt a Power 
to Preach and Adminiſter Sacraments, and no more? How he comes to diveſt em 
of the Ruling Power, of the Authority to Ordain and Cenſure, and yet can leave 
em the right of a more honourable and ſolem 1 Function, to Adminiſter Sacraments 
and Preach the Goſpel ? A clear reſolution of this Difficulty wou'd certainly do al 
great ſervice to his Cauſe, and oblige the Publick : Bar, to the Argument, | 
Titus was to Ordain Elders in every City, as the Apoltle had appointed him; now 
all that is in theſe Words, let our Author expound em up to the rigour of his 
Way, will amount to no more, than that Titus had a ſole Power of Ordaining 
Preshters; and therefore I think He was under no leſs than a maniſeſt neceſſity 
fadeed, when he drew ſuch a concluſion from 'em as this, that: the Power of Or 
aaining Presbyters, muſt always remain in ſingle Perſons of an order ſuperior to Them 
For my ſhare, I have no Power ſubtile enough to diſcover any Connexion be 
_ tween that ſenſe of the Words and this Concluſion from Them; cis too remote 
and deep laid for my underſtanding. Our Author may infer, with every whit 7 
as good a grace, that therefore the Power of Ordaining and Cenfuring Biſhops mulſſſth 
always remain in ſingle Perſons, of an Order ſuperior to Them; for certainly heſpl. 
will not offer to deny, that the Aoeſtle Paul had a Power lodg'd in his ſingle pi. 
Perſon to Ordain and Cenſure Timothy and Titus. But if he will not be ſo Unca- 
noni cal, as to contradict the applauded Practiſe and Inſtitutions of the Church 
whereof he profeſſes himſelf a Member; if he will owa, that a Plurality of Bil 
mops muſt be at the Ordaining and Cenſuring a Biſhop ; not withſt nd ing thahu: 
Power- f performing theſe, was at firſt ia the hands of ſiagle Perſons ; why 
i hen; he muſt alſo own, that a Plurality of Presbyters way Ordain and Cenſure 
Precbyter, though we ſhou'd ſuppoſe Timothy and Titus had, each of em, a ſol 
"?ower of doing theſe in the Churches of Epheſus and Crete, 
7 And when we are told that this Power was. fo lodg d and never Alter d by th 
poſtle Paul, in the ſingle Perſon of Titus or Timathy ;, I tell him again, that thi 
er of-Ordaiaiag and Cenſaring, ſuch as, he thinks, were Biſhops, was ſe, 
Aged and never alter d, ia the ſing/e Perfon of Paul; and yet our Author wil: 1 
. nt . that therefore the Power of Ordaining and Cenſuring ſueb, muſt alwayſſh : 
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If be thinks there's any ir juſt ice at al, in this way of Arguing, I will readily = 
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Felinquiſh it, whenever he proves ſo kind to his Cauſe, as to produce plain = | 
olfure Precept or Examples, why a Man cannot be Corſecrated to the Epiſcopal Of- 
ce, or a Biſhop be Cenſured. but by a Plurality of Biſhops 3 and yer a Plurgliy 


dyter? But till he per forms this task, I muſt hold it one ſifficient way of refv-- 
ing his whole Paraphraſe upon, Tit. 1. 5. Tit. 3. 10. 1 Tim. 5. 22. and 
. 19. in ſo far as he would infer that the Powers of Ordaining and Cenſuring 
Presbyters muſt always remain in ſingle Pei ſons of an Order ſaperior to Them, 
decauſe I tas & Timothy had each of em, ſuch a ſole Power. But now, I am to ſhew, 
that the ſacred Expreſſions in thoſe Texts, will not prove that Timothy and Ti-- 
xs were inveſted by the Apoſtle Paul with any ſole right of Ordaining and Cen- 
Fring Presbyters; much leſs, that that right was always to remain in ſingle 
Perſons. And what I offer cn this Argument, 1ſhall found upon what I think a 
rery natural remar k concerning theſe three Epiſiles, to Timothy and T itus, and 
unſtrate, by a particular conſideration of the manner of expreſſion uſed bi the 
ſpoſtle.in theſe four Verſes ?- 5 e 
I obſerve then, that theſe Epiſtles were plaiuly deſign'd, by the Spirit of God, 
o continue of Univerſal and Perpetual uſe in the Church, as a body of Material 
DireRtions fer all Miniſters of the Goſpel, how they ought to behave themſeltes in 
be Horſe of God; and were directed to theſe two eminent Servants of Chriſt, 
Sy Name, not that they-ab{c lutely wanted them for directir g their Wot k in 
WE pheſus and Crete (unleſs you will abſurdly ſuppoſe, the Apoſtte departed from 
hem without giving them particular luſtrictions, why he left them in theſe 
places; but to be a kind of Apoſtolical . Teſtimonials or Divine Credentials to 
give Authority to what they did, not oily in Epheſus and Crete, but in any other 
Fr ovince, u here. the Holy . Ghoſt directed the: Apoſtle. afterward to employ, 
hem: Farther the. commands about Miniſterial. Converſation and Labeurs make 
pp very neir the whole of theſe Epiſtles; and they contain but a very few: In- 
$u2ctions peculiar to T imorky and Titus, in excluſion of others: And no one, I 
believe will ever be able to prove, that che Precep s under our preſent View, 
be ut O daining and  Cenſuring, are directd to Timorby and Titus, in ex cluſion of 
be Preabyters of Epheſas and Crete. One may very eaſily then, make the fol- 
owing Improvement of this remark. FF . 


* 


"Y That: when we find Paul commanding Fitus to Ordain Elders in every City as : 
bad appiorted him, Tit. 1 5. To reject an Heretical Man aſter the firft and ſe-. 
[Word Admonition, Tit. 3. 10. Writing to Timothy to lay Hands ſuddenly on no Man, , 
Tim. 5. 22. and not to reces ve an Accnſation againſt an Elder, but before two - 
Tsun 1 Tin. 5. 39. Ie will ud, Gore fel, from theſe Commands, 
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that. theſe two Ministers were to Ordain and Cenſure, in excluſion of othe 
i. e. without or againſt the Conſent of the Presbyters of Epheſus. and Crete, 
any where elſe ; chan it will follow that it belong'd to them two alone, and 
no Presbyters, to put People in mind to be ſubject ts Magiſtrates, to teach Old A 
Gravity, and Young Men Sobriety &c. and in ſhort, te be inſtaut in ſeaſon aid 
of ſeaſon, to Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort, with all Long ſuffering aud Doctrine; f 
we find theſe parts of the Important and Ordinary Miniſterial Duty, as well 
thoſe about Ordaiuing and Cenſuring, pteſcrib'd in theſe three Epiſt les. 
Next, if we particularly conſider the Manner of Fapreſſion, in the Texts 
- fore us, where One is mentioned only, and a Flurality meant; Tis amply juſt 
fy'd by Authority and Practice; abundantly Examplify'd in the Sacred V. 
lums, as well as in the exacteſt pieces of Prophane Story. Every one kno 
that addreſſes or Speeches to a whole Court or Aſſembly, where there is 
- Superiority or Diſtinction of Order among 'em, are directed to the Preſes ( 
Prolocutor only for the time being. How frequently do we meet with {ſuch e 
preſſions as theſe, (in the monuments of Ancient Rome, left us by ſuch gre 
: Maſters of Propriety, as Livy and Saluſt and Ceſar )the Licinian Law the Opp: 
Law, &c. That the Conſuls created Magiſtrates, and the like; but at the ſat 
time, we ſhould count a Fellow very ignorant that wou'd collect ſuch a ſer 
from theſe Expreſſions, as if thoſe Roman Gentlemen made the Laws that | 
under their name, or the Conſuls created Magiſtrates, 'themſelves alone, wh 
every one who has got any Acquaintance with the Roman Antiquities, Can | 
vou that Licinius or Oppius were no more concern'd in making thoſe Laws, 
- to uſe their utmoſt intereſt with the Roman People to make or paſs them; 
Conſals had no farther buſineſs in creating Magiſtrates than to call and preſi 
in the Aſſemblies; and to collect the Suffrages of the People. Moreover, 
to multiply Inſtances, we are told that David ſmote the Phil:fines at Baalpers 
zum, Will one therefore believe that he ſmote them himſelf alone? Every 0 
will be as far from puting ſuch a conſtruction upon the Words, as from qu 
5 relipg $76 Expreſſien of The Sacred Hiſtorian.” And theſe Conſiderations 
- efiectuaily 


:effeAually ruin the E iſcopal Conſtquerces chat uſe to be drawn from ſuch I 
as our Author adducbs, to juſtifj his Opiniomabout the Sole Power of Orda: 


But the Precbyterian. Opinion and Way, about theſe things, are juſtify d by 
bundance of more Arguments, of which, I here prefent my Reader with a fe: 
1 4, The Sole e eee eee our Author pleads for, were thiff*e 
utter ly un kon go the Primi ive Ages of the Church, for the three or feli 
2 fix ſt Cemuries at leaſt, Wich were the kaheſt thing in the World to dem{Per; 
_ #rate won d the Limits of this Paper admit ſuch a Diſſertation. he 
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H. We do not find the Prerogatives of ſole Ordination and Juriſdictian 
elaimed, by the Apoſtles themſelves, in the Churches they had planted; and a 
Man muſt be very unthinking, or wedded to an Opinion by incurable Prejndice, 
if he fancy the Apoſtle Paul, for example, wou'd confer a right, upon Timothy 
and Titus, or the ordinary Prelate of any Church, his Inferiors, that he did nor 
challenge to himſelf; but, he did not challenge to himſelf rhe Prerogative of 
ſole Juriſdiction, in the very caſe of Excommunicatien, in the Church of Corinth, 
1 Cor. SF. nor that of Ordaining, which our Author himſelf owns to be true, in 
the lnſtance of Timothy; Ordination pag. 11. Whence it plainly follows, that 
he wou'd not lodge ſuch a Power in the hands of any Ordinary Church-Officer. 
III. As the exerciſe of /ole Ordaining and Cenſure, looks to be a Lording it over 
God's Heritage, and not agreeable to that Poſitive Commanding Caution, it nal 
not be ſo among you, &c. Mat. 20. 26. ſo it looks to be plainly inconſiſtent with 
mother ſovereign Direction or Law, delivered from the Rleſſed Lips of Jeſus 
= Chriſt, Matt. 18. 17. Tell it to the Church, which words, I think do evidently o- 
i verturn the Right of Sole Juriſdiction, or Power of Cenſuring, in any One Church- 
1 Man; unleſs our Author can make a Church of One ſingle Prelate. Here, 3 
Man is to tell an Oferding Brother his Fault, between themſelves, v. 15. And if 
eel he wou'd not hear the reproof, he is to take one or two more with him, v. 18. 
and if he zeglet? to hear theſe ;, the ſcandal is to be carry'd te the Church, v. 17. 
The ſacred Gradation is very manifeſt. There is a Plurality undeniably intended 
here, by the Church; and ſince it cannot be meant of a Plarality of Prelates, (for 
that ſuppoſition, wou'd at once, deſtroy /ole Juriſdiction, and make the ſovereign 
Precept, with reſpect to Ordinary Scandals, perfectly impracticable, where ſuch 
Ja Plurality cannot be had,) who elſe can it be then, but a Plurality of Elders, the 


Venerable Presbytery ? 5 Nr 
After all now, let one but generouſly diſengage from Prejudice, and impartia - 
y conſider the Words in Tit. 1. 5. he will never be brought under a Maniſeſt 
eceſſity, with our Author of concluding, that Titus was hereby fixed the Brifhop 
or Prelate of the whole Iſland of Crete, or to retain the ſele rights our Author 
Waclines to plead for, among that Chriſt ian People; which I illuſtrate to my 
elf by this very familiar Example or Simile. Shou'd Her Majeſty ſend u Perſon 
f Quality into New-England, upon occaſion of ſome Diſorders happening among 
er Subjects there, with a Commiſſion in theſe Words, For this cauſe ſend 1 you 
% New-England, that you may ſet in order the things that are wanting, and conſti- 
bie Magiſtrates in every City, as I have appointed Tou; we ſhowd be very far, I 
{@clicve, from expounding theſe words fo, as if the Queen's Commiſſioner were 
Pere Authorized, to enhance the Power of electing Magiſtrates, in prejudice te. 
he Freedoms of the ſeveral Corporations, in that American Province; muck 
s that he were to continue a fixed 1 rm of New-England, And we _ 
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tions; a Virtue not attainable, but by time and experience, 


--  ypoſi the inſufferable drudgery, of Repetition, to give a particulat Refutation 
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ſill be the farther from thinking bn lch. if we heard he were call'd away 
within a year or ſome ſhort time, by the Royal Order, and employ d, in the like 
or other ſervices ſome where elſe of the Britiſh Dominicns, and ſhou'd never, 
that we heard of, return any more to New-Englarnd ;, as we are aſſured Titus 
was calFd- away to Crete, by the. ApofHe's Order, afterward employ'd in ſeveral 
other Places, and never, any more, ſo far as we hear from Holy Scripture, reviſi- 

In ſhort, it is very natural, to think from the Text, that Titus was leſt to com- 
pleat the Structure or Settlement of the Churches which the Apeſtle had founded | 
in Crete; and the Presbyters whom Paul had Ordain'd there, before his Depar- 
ture, did certainly want ſuch an Experienced. Miniſter him (as the Church | 
of Epheſus did ſuch an eminently qualify d Perſon as Timothy) to reſide among 
them till things ſhou'd be ſet on a right foot; and they by the advantages of his 
Inſtruction and Example, ſhou'd acquire fome Dexterity in Spiritual Adminiſtra- 


L have ghus largely iaſiſted on the Inſtance of Tituss pretended . Epiſcopacy 
over Crete not that. I thought our Authors management of that Argument meri- 
ted ſo full a Conſideration; but to expoſe the inherent weakneſs of that Popular 
Plea for Prelacy ; and, if poſſible, to convince Mr.  H---- how very little reaſon! 
he has to Triumph ſo much as he does, both by Word and Mrit upon a Vifponaryd | 
Victory, and to diſturb a peaceable Country with a Litigious Tale of hi Confer.. | 
I have farther thus prevented my ſelf the pains, of taking any more particu 
lar notice of his finſt Paragraph upon Timothy pretended Epiſco- ? 
pacy over Epheſus ;, only, every one muſt naturaly obſerve, cis to P. 6.74 1 
the ſame purpoſe: with his preceeding Paragraph, all Harangue and Hiſtorica ! 
Paraphraſe, Familiar Afertion without any Proof ; but with this remarkable Di 
advantage, that he does not ſo much as attempt ro advance any thing at all, fo 
' Timathy's Inſtalment, or Conſecration to the See of Epheſus. He very pleaſantly © 
ſuppoſes it, and preſumes, I think, that his Reader wou'd do fo with him. An * 
having wholly forgot thus, to offer any evidence for T mots fixed Epiſcopal R: 
lation to Epheſus ;, remarkably. fail d inproving that of Tis to Crete; and m 
ſerably alſo fabn ſhort of Eſtabliſhing their ſole Right of Ordaining and Cenſuriy 
of Pre-byters, it muſt be a conſiderable ſtock of Aſſurance, that bears him out, 
the frequent Aſſertion and Suppoſition of. them all, in the following Pages 
huis Leiter. And ſeeing any Shaddow of Argument that comes after, intirely e 
pended upon the Proof of theſe; it were fruitleß Labour, and puting my f 


every bold, uncharitable Conſequence he draws from fuch precarious Poſitio 
But l am not utterly to diſregard what follows, teſt he take occaſion, from nf 
gence, to Triumph upon the very Rump of his Argument. Paſſi 
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\ Paſſing, then, the account he gives Us of Paul's Sufferings: (pag. Y.) I wou'd. 
humbiy adriſe our Author to entertain ſoraewhat of a better Opinion of chat 
Apoſtles Gravity, and TH2cialy to talk with profounder reverence of the Holy 
$pirir, than to tell us, as he does, (lid,, That he wrote by the impulſe thereof, 
for Timothy to undertake a Voyage ſo very tedious, dangerous, and uncertain, 
as from Epheſus to Rome, only to take his laſt farewell wir him; let him pleaſe to 

beſtow a ferious Rea ĩ g upon the Reverend Ar, Boyſe's Jalicious and Elaborate 
Diſcourſe in the Poſtſcript to his Sermon &c. 9 * from pg. 116 to 128. 


where he may obſerve, that the Apoſtle was not fo very near his left Aartyra. 


as he ſuppoſes, at the writing of the ſecond Epiſtle to Timothy, and therefore, 
had ſome bufineſs elſe than to take his laft farewell, with him. 5 
In the next place, whatever Charge the Apoſtle leſt Timothy under, when he 
died (tho? by the by now, our Author did not come by the ſtory of that Dying 
Charge, in the Bible ) as it was, by nothing he has advanc'd, confin'd to the 
Church of Epheſ»s, or any way peculiar thereto ; ſo tis very obſervable he was 
not to commit the ſame to any One Man as his proper Succeſſor in the preten- 
ded Epiſcopacy, but to a Plurality; to Faithful Aden, able alſo to teach others, 2 
Tim. 2. 2. and unleſs he can ſhew us very good Evidence, (which, Pm of O- 


pinion will prove an impoſſidle task to him that theſe Frithſu / Men are not the 
very fame with the Pre:byters or Biſhops whoſe Qualifications (and among the 


reſt, that is One, that they ſhou'd be apt to teach) are deſcribed 1 Tim. 3. aud 
Tit. 1. he has very unwarily pointed upon a very ſolid Argument for Presbyte- 
7y; and therefore the Order of the Chriſtian Church, (to uſe our Authors words, 
Ibid) as it was then ſtated, viz. under a Government by Presbyters, ought to have 
remained unaltered from Generation to Generation. 

But 'tis certainly a vin Conceit he has got about the Opinion many Learned 


Mien have entertain'd ; that the Services Timothy and Titus perform'd in Epheſus 


and Crete, where only for a time &c. as if this infer*d the Expiration of the Office 


e Deacons with the Apeftles: Tis very evidently taught us in Scripture Aecount, 


that they were not always in thoſe Places from their firſt entry upon the Mini. 


ſterial Work; we are plainly inſtructed too, that their ſtay ia thoſe Churches 


was not perpetual or very long either; and 'tis moreover undeniable, that the 
Apeſtle wow'd have done the very ſame Work they did in Epheſus and Crete, if 
he had not been otherwiſe buſy d, i. e. if he had found no Buſineſs for him el ſe- 
here; for it was not that Holy Man's way to ſit idle. Now if Mr. H. be 
fond of drawiug Conſequences, he may, if he pleaſes draw ſuch a one from theſe 
Undeniable Truths as this; that the Office Deacons expir d with the Apoſtles 
None, that I know, will recon themſelves concern'd to draw with him. | 


Next we are to call to mind, it ſeems, that the Power of Ordaining 


Miniſters md Cenſuring Offenders is na extraordinary Service, but 4 (pag. 8. 
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permanent Office ; therefore Timothy and Titus did not aft any extraordinary pure 
rin Oraaining the Presbysers and Cenſuring the Offenders of Crete and Epheſus, Now: 


this is what, I believe, very few will readily forget, wien they think on the 
fubject; and Iam ready to grant the-whoſe: For neither did the Apoſtles them- 


 felves act any extraordinary part, in Preaching and Adminiſtring the Sacraments, 


in ſo far as theſe ſervices are of Or dinary and perpetual uſe in the Chriſtian 
Church: But will our Author hence infer, that the Apoſtolical Office, was to be 
perpetual tos ? I trow not. Neither can he infer that; the Functions which Timo- 
ray and Titas bore, were ordinary and perpetual, becauſe they perform'd Servi- 
ces of a continual and ſtanding uſe in the Chriſtian Church. 

Now, no Body, I ſuppoſe, thinks Timothy and Titus to have been extraordi- 
nary Officers, purely becauſe they performed Ordination and Cenſure; but becauſe: 
we find 'em repreſented to us, throughout their ſtery,as Perſons of an extraerdi- 
ary Character, Aſſiſtants to the Apoſtle in his Univerſal Miniſtry, and unfixed to 
any one Church as a proper Charge or Diocets : In ſhort they were Evangeli/ts, 
as one of om is expreſsly called, 2 Tim. 4. 5. and as Philip was, Acts 8. &c. 
which were Officers of an Order ſuperior to the Ordinary Miniſters of the 
Chirſtian Church. And I ſtill think the following acconnt of their Travarls and 


employment does abundantly juſtify the brief Deſcription, I have now given of *em. 


The Travails of Timothy may be thus collected from Holy Scripture. When 


Paul went from Berea to Athens, he left Timothy and Silas behind him, Acts 17. 
14. afterwards they coming to Paul at Athens, he ſends Timothy to Thefſalonica 


to Cenfirm the Chriſtians there, 1 Thefſ: 3. 2. thence Timothy returns to Athens. 
again, and Paul ſent him and Silas thence into Macedonia Acts 18. 5. after- 
wards they Travail to Epheſus; whence Paul ſends Timothy again (with Eraſtus) 
into Mac edenia, Acts 19. 22. appointing him to call at Corinth by the way; 
and intends himſelf to ſtay at Epheſus, until he ſnou'd come thither again to him, 
1. Cor. 16. 10. 11, and Cap. 4. 17. *cis moſt likely then, he returned from 
Macedonia to Epheſus unto Paul. The Diſturbances there occaſioning Paul's De- 
parture, before the time he had fixed, 1. Cor. 16. 8. he ſeteth out for Mace- 


donia, as he intended, 1. Cor. 16. 5. Acts 20. 1: At his departure he leav- 
eth Linth to ſupply the preſent neceſſity, 1 Tim. 7. 3. 4. until he return'd 
again, which he intended ſhortly to do, 1 Tim. 4. 13. and 3. 14 We find 


Timothy again accompanying Paul at Troas, Acts 20. 5. and Luke reports that 
that Company failed thence unto Aſſos, where they took Paul on board, v. 13, 14. 
and within a few days they came to Miletus, v. 17. where the Apoſtle gave the 


Charge in he preſence of Timothy, ta the Elders of Epheſus, v. 28. &c. That the 


Apoſtle however left him for ſome. Temporary Service among the Aſian Churches, 


Is moſt-probable, becauſe, we find not him mentioned (cho! feveral others are) 


in. the Apoſtle's Voyage to Feruſalem, or thence unto Rome. But not long after 


e 
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he beginning of thoſe two Tears, mentioned by Eule, Acts, 23. 30. Paul wrote: 
or him, 2 Tim. 4. 9. and that he came to Rome js very certain, becauſe we. 
n&him. joining with Paul in his Epiſtles to the Coloſſians, Philippians and Phile- 

on; an] as it car not be proved by any Scripture Hiſtory or Paſſage, that e 

as at Epheſus at the Writing of the 24. Epiſtle to him, ſo we find that when he 
ras at Rome, Paul did not return him to Epheſus his pretended See, but advertiſeth 
the Philippians he wou'd ſend him to them, as one that naturally car'd for their State, 

Philip, 2. 20. as ſoon as he ſhou'd know how it was with them; and in the 

nean time fends Epaphroditus, v. 25. We Read likewiſe alſe where, after he- 

pad been under Confinement, and was ſet at Liberty, he was to go, not to E- 

Leſs, but to thoſe Hebrews, to whom the Apoſtle writes, Heb. 13. 23; 
Again. Titus his Employments in an Unfixed Miniſtry, do thus appear: He 

| as Fellow-Travailer with Paul and Barnabas in their Journey to Jeruſalem, Gal. 

2. 1. afterward he was left in Crete, Tit. 1. 5. thence he is ſent for to Nicopolis 
Iit. 3. 12, then we find he was at Corinth, whence, he brought the. Apoſtle, the: 
yful News of the gracious effects his Epiſtle had upon the Corinthians, by whom: 
Fe find he had been receiv*d with Obedience, Fear and Trembling, as the Aze-- 
le's extraordinary Meſſenger, 2 Cor. 7. 5, 6, 15. He had been anxiouſly ex- 
ected with this Tidings by the Apoſtle, at Troas, 2 Cor. 2. 12. 13. Bur 
det with Paul only at Macedonia, 2 Cor. 7: 6. Titus was hence, x ſecond time: 
Ent to Corinth to Collect the Liberality for the poor Saints, 2, Cor. 8. 6, 23. 
fter which we underſtand Titus was at Rome with the Apoſtle, and went thence, , 
ft into Crete his pretended Dioceſs, but unto Dalmatia, 2. Tim. 4. 10. which 

the very laſt thing we hear of him in Holy - Scripture, - 

By thefe Accounts, now, we find that it was in the very Function of | theſe - 
en, to be. aſſiſting to the Apoſtle and under his Direction, in the extraordinary 
ork of Founding, Fixing and Confirming the Chriſtian . Church; fo that they 
dre an Office plainly nderivable upon any, as their proper Succeſſcrs. . | 
And ſiuce they had thus an extraordinary Office and Employmear, it is no mat- 

r to the Argument before us, whether they. had any extraordinary Gifts, efpeci- - 
ly, if we conſider, they were ever, either in the Saciety,. or under the imine- - | 
ate Inſtruction of the Apoſtle. Bur I muſt needs think our Author's Diſſer ta- 
Dn (pag. 8, 9, 10.) upon that Subject, does aot amount to any thing like any 
idence that they had not extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt. Particularty,[ I 
not think him ſo very happy, as J fancy he has the honour. of. heing perfectiy 
, in his conjecture (which, by the way now, is the firſt nem thing l meet with - 
his Bock) chat they might acquire different Languages, eſpecially Hebrew from 
Paul, as if the great Apoſtle of the Gentiles. wou d deſcend to the humble Trade 
a Schoolmaſter; or be at the-expence of Tearsof his precious, Time, in convey= 
to Timothy and Titus, what was confer'd on the Bapriſt's 12 Diſcipks, in a 


Moment, 


” 8 % 


Moment, by Impoſition of his hands, Acts 19. 6. But, perhaps our Author had! 
deſign of making his omn, as well as the Epiſcopal Office, Apoſtolical 8 
Next, if the Gift of Prophecy was a Revalation of the Doctrine of the Goſpel 4 
ſumm'd up in Chriſt s Sermen on the Mount, enablirg oxe to ſpeak to Men to their E 
diſication, 'Exhortation and Comfort (as he tells us pag. 8. tho“ I cannot tel 
:hew he came to reftri& the word Prophecy to that acception,) Timothy did, for 
any thing I perceive, went fuch an Endowment, notwithſtanding g 
all the Religious Care of his Mother Eunice: For as he cannot prove w 
he had any other than the Scriptures of the Old-Teffamert to inſtri hi 
ber Son in, from his Infancy; ſo he wou'd make an Extraordinary H 
Moman indeed of her; if all the pious Documents ſhe gave him, cou'd #6 
mount to a juſt and ſuſſicient Qualification for the ſublime Work of his Mini in 
firy: Noleſs was his early Employment in the Sacred Office, than that of Cal w 
:firming the Churches of Thefſalonica and Corinth, whither he was ſent under th 
_ «exalted Character of the Apoſtle's Felowhelper : A Worker of the Work of i he 
Lord even as Paul himſelf : 1 Thefſ. 3.2. 1 Cor. 16. 10. Shall we yet think hit lo 
a Man of no more then Ordinary Qualifications ? Can we believe he had no high on: 
er Preparations for theſe Uncommon Services than the teachings of his Aot her thi 
May we ſuppoſe him perfectly void of all thoſe Extraodinary Grfrs that aboundiſ ca 
among the Corinthians he went to Confirm? Moreover, it looks more than pr 
bable, that the Apoſtle deſign'd fome ſuch Extraordinary Giſt; in his Exhortto 
tion to Timothy 2 Tim. 1. 6. Andithe Word render'd Seir up does proper Co: 
fgnify to Blow up a dying ſpark of Fire into a Flame, which makes it a v wii 
Elegant Metepbor if we underſtand the Word Xag:oue here of a Gift; but wi An 
not accord ſo well with the other acception of it, as if it meant his Function. Pat 
Farther it evidently appears, There was ſomething Extroardinary in i Pec 
way of Timothy*s Call to the Miniſtry; that he was deſigned thereto, as IA ſtir 
and Barnabas to the Miniflry of the Gentiles, by the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaking in ſuſ fa: 
one, or More Prophets of that time: which the Apeſtle, once and again, impraf wh; 
oy an Argument for his Pal gence in the fervice of the-Gojpel. 1 Tim. 1. | Ge: 
200 4-14 >> - I ber 
. there is ſo much Evidence for the extraordinary Giſis and Calf al 
Timo: by, what fhould hinder our concluding the ſame of 7 :t4.? who is alen ow; 
on all fides, fo have been One of the ſame Order and Employment with thel toy, 
ther. Nay, 1 ſhould think Mr. H----at leaſt might allow this Good manbad ſaſ pac 
Portion of extraordinary Gifts, to qualifie him for Managing fo vaft and H who 
tended a Spiritual Care as over every one, Minſter as well others, throughout 11 
Iſland of Crete. For a Man of Ordinary Gifts wou'd never be able to doffl fron 
 Buſfineb. bi | | Feed 
Finally, that Timothy was to give attendance to Reading and Meditation, 
Tita had alſo a Letter of Direftions &c. This can never infer their want of 
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JJ traordinary Gifts ;fince we find even Pant himſelf, a Man of Revelations and Gifts 
emiaently Superior to any Endowments in our Evangeliſts, had his Books and 
Parchments; not ſure, for idle Ornament and oftentation ;. or purely. to be 
j carry'd from one place to another, but for Peruſal. The Illuſtrious Prophet 
4 Dexicl honour'd of God with Uncommon Inſpirations, and ſpecial diſcoverys of 
the Future State of the Church, and the times of the Meſſias, was yet to learn the 
Period of the Babyleniſh Captivit by the Books of Jeremiah's Prophecies. Dan. 
9. 2. And does not our Author think, the great Apofle- of the Circumciſion - 
wanted a little Direction, hen he drew the Severities of a public Rebuke upon 
himſelf, from his Brother Paul, for his Judaizing at Antioch ? Gal. 2. 11 Cc. 
He ought to conſider, that it was the Diſtinguiſhing Prerogative of the Sonef 
Goa alone, to have the Spirit without Meaſure no mere Mien were under an un- 
interupted Shine of Superior Light; but were to feed the Feav'n-bors Flame 
with the Fuel of Induſtrious Meditation. 1 2 2%: Hi] 
. Tpus I, for one, am ſo very far from Juſtling out Timothy and Titus (which 
Ihe aledges to be the Crime of the Diſſenters, pag. 16.) that I am willing to al- 
oF low them all I think the Holy Scriptures give me ground for; and that is a far 
more honourable Function, and more excelent Gifts than he is willing to o.¼n 
they had, when he attempted to take em down (with reſpeR to their Quali- 
cations.) to the Model of his modern Biſhops. Ge 
And as for their Succeſſors, in the ſtanding Work of the Miniſtry, I own 'em 
to be No other than Presbyters, thoſe Faithful Men they were to Ordain, or 
Commit the miniſterial Charge unto; and whom che Spirit of God has dignify'd ! 
with the Title of Biſhops, however Faſhion has defrauded 'em of that Hongur. 
And theſe ſame Preshbyter-Bilhops, ({pire of his daring Aſſertion to the contrary / 
Pag. 10.) have undoubtedly, a K:ght to the Power of the Keys, and they & we their 
People, to the Spiritual Bleſſings that attend it; by vertue of pure Inſpired in- 
A {ticution, which is illuſtriouſly exemplify'd in that notable lnſtance of the Epbe- - 
/n Elders; Acts 20. 28. Take heed to your ſelves and to al the Flock of God, aer 
J Thich the Holy Ghoſt hath made yeu Overſeers, or Biſhops, to Feed the Church of 
j Godwhich he bath purchaſed- with his own Blood. A Text which merits a more 
particular Conſideration than, I'm afraid our Au.hor gave it, while he was 
erm in ſearch of the Prelacy : tho” I cannot but praife his Ingenuiiy in 
owning, theſe Presbyters had at leaſt, the Spiritual Care of particular Congrega-' 
ans committed to them; which is more than ſome late Advocates for Ey, 
 p<cy will grant you; for the Biſbops with them, muſt, it ſeems, engr oſs the 
J whole Paſtoral Care into his own hands, over the whole Dioceſs ! . 
i However the Word Hoyer here in the Text is Figurative, borrowed : 
from the buſineſs of a Shepherd, who every Ruftick can tell you, does not -onely y 
Feed, but exerciſe moreover, a manifold Authority over his ' Flock ;, and apply'd 
| | 1 | do 


* 1 


tothe Miniſterial Work, ſignifies not >» the Adminiſtring Spiritual Food, but i 
Swperierity and Ruling Inſpection alſo,derived from the Chief Shepherd and Brfhop of 
Souls, whoſe Royal Authority is Expreſſed by the very ſame Word Aat. 2. 6. 
Next there is the Term Exil a Term which is thought ſignificant enough 
vf all that extenſive Power and Manifold Rule, the Prelates exerciſe at this Day, 
and ſer ves abundantly to confirm the Title of Pre-byt-rs to the Superiority and 
inſpection they claim, over the Flock of God, the Church he hath purchaſed with 
' this own Blood. FTE x | | . 
And theſe Presbyters were not only to Feed and Rule the People but to tal 
hHeed tothemſelves, or one another, as the Greek Word is render'd, Eph. 4. 2. and 
CH. 3. 16. Then the departing Apoſtle commands them, from the prope: 
aud powerful Argument of his own unwearied W atchfulneſs, and Conſcientiou 
Inſpection to exert their utmoſt Care to preſerve the Church ef God from Cor. 
ruption: but at the ſame time expreſsly foretels, that after his departure grievou 
"Wolves ſhould enter in amongſt thm, not ſparing the Flock, that of their own ſelve; 
tou d Men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples aſter them, v. 29 
40. Now, either the Apoſtle leaves a Power with theſe ſame Presbyters ty 
-cenſure their Schiſmatical Fellows, theſe Devourers of the Flock, and alſo to ordainf} al 
others in their Room, if theyprov'd incorrigibie, otherwiſe, he leaves that Church fe 
perfectly without a Remedy againſt ſuch fatal Ills: and really, if this were their ! 
iCaſe they. had not ſo great reafon to ſorrow, that they were never to ſee rhe 
«Face of their Beloved Apoſtle any more, as for the leaving 'em in the certain rue 
ful Expectations of Spiritual Plagues and Havock to befal their Flock, againſt} 
*which he hed provided no powerful Antidote, no effectual Cure at all. 
And if he ever iutended to conſtitute Trm-othy or any other over theſe Presby- 
ters to correct theſe Miſchiefs, here was the moſt Natural ſeaſon in the World 
to expect he ſhould mention that Expedient. But never a ſyllable of this Sapere - gil 
mimt Man, of his peculiar Buſineſs, or the Reſpects to be paid him. And thus 
- the Apoſtle ſixed and left that Church with a very poſitive prediction, he wou 
ſee their Face no more. act. 20. 25, 5 Wee 4 | . 
In ſhort, if we obſerve the Significance of the Expreſſion, the Gravity of the - 
OOccaſion, andithe Solemnity of the whole Charge, here's all the Evidence one 0 
can deſire of a Church wholly committed to Presbyters, without the leaft ſhad - 
dow of a Reſerve for any Superior. And if Cenſuring Offending Presbytersf Fais 
And providing the Flock of God with a ſtanding Goſpel Miniſtry, be two emi: 
nent Branches of that Care; then tis an inference good to a demonſtration, tho 
the Context had not fo plainly taught us, that theſe ſame Epheſan Precbyrerf 
- "Biſhops were actually inveſted with the Powers of Ordeining and Cenſuring thei 
| Felup-Prechyters,' | as well as Preaching and Adminiftring Sacraments. * 
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And now out Author has the faireſt ten that can be, of making a ſpe- 
cial uſe of his Scripture- Truth, even as it lies under the Limitation to ardinary 
Officers; there was no extraordinary Officer, to be ſure, concern'd in theſe Ephes 
ſian Adminiſtrations. But leaſt he does not find himlſelt diſpos'd for that Exer. 
ciſe, I am inclin'd, for the time to do it for him: And let it run in the Pedartry 


of a Syllogiſm. | 
In whatever State of Spiritual Government the Apoſiles fixed and left the Chriſtian 
| Church in that State it muſt remain unalterably to the End of the World. 19 
But the Church of Epheſus was left under the State of Presbyterian Government 
by the Apoſtle Paul, Eph. 20. EE: 55 „ 
Therefore the Chriſtian Church (according to our Author) Tuuſt remain unaltera- 
bly in the State of Presbyterian Government, unto the end of the World. 
1 The next thing 1 am to obſerve, is, that as we have here a Plain Precept, or So- 
wereign Law of Jeſus Chriſt for Presbyters to Govern the Church; ſo there is 2 
very evident Example of their Right to Ordain in the Inſtance of Timothy's Or- 
dination, « Tim. 4. 14 even though we. ſuppoſe with our Author, Paul put on 
is Hands too, for the purpoſe ef Ordination (however I have ſeen no reaſon to 
alter my above Opinion, that he realy put his Hands on our Evangeliſt, for con- 
fering ſome extraordinary Gift, 2. Tim. 1. f.) becauſe we find the Apoſtle 
| mentioning the Presbyters without mentioning- himſelf, which ſhews they were 
properly and really the Authors of that Sacred Action as well as he was. And 
4 therefore, Mr. H. does very ill, to Juſtle out theſe Set of Goſpel Afinifters, from 
if a Right they are fo very plainly inveſted withall : an Vnqueſtionable Priviledge 
which many worthy Prelates allow them at this Day ; and very few, till of late, 
were ſo hardy as to deny them with ſo imperious an Air as our Author does. 
But if there is an utter Inability in Presbyters to Ordain ; as he has blindly ima- 
| 'gin'd ; then it concerns him to inform the World, how either the Prelates that 
admit them to join with them, or the Presbyters themſelves that bear a part in 
the Or4aining others, can be innocent of a very great fault iu thus employing 
Men in Sacred things, which they have no Commiſſion to meddle with? ; 


xj Oyr Author did well (pag. 1 I. never to yenture his Faith, or ſuffer his Judgment 
de to reſt on the Abſtracted and Metaphyſical. Notion of Identity id explain d and worfe 
Tan! Metaphyſical Notions are too thin and airy Foundations for -a Man's 
Faith, eſpecially under the diſad vantage of an ill, Explication, &. But if a right 
Explicatien and proper Application of Identity won'd prove a ſufficient Proꝑ to his 
I Taith and judgment, he may be nicely well fitted in Mr. Loctr Eſay concerning 
Human undtyſt anding; for that Ingenious Author, explains that notion very fine, 
and applys it familiarly well? Mean time, if our Author by his, Abſtracted No- 
tion meant the Argument for Presbytery which che Learned of eicher de, have 

ld che Identity of Prechyter and. Biſhop, in the 'New-Teftament, The Argy- 
nent, | take it, in few Words is this. _ Thag 
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Thit fince the Name and Qualifications of Biſhop and Presbyter are every where 
confounded, or, if you pleaſe, we find the one and other Word indifferently uſed 
by the laſpired Writers of the New-Teſtament, to ſignify one and the ſame order 
of Church Officers, and none cou'd ever pretend to aſſign any 'Scriprure-Precepts 
for Ordaining and Cenſuring a Biſhop, diſtin& from the Precepts we have about 
Oraaining and Cenſuring Presbyters ;, *tis concluded, that the Pivine or Apoſtolical | 
Inſtitutions knew no ſuch Superiority or Diſtinction among Ordinary ſtanding 
| ChurchOfficers,as our Author wou'd put upon us. Now his Speculations muſt bo 
far enough abſtrafted from Common-Senſe, if he pretends to call this a Metaphy- 
ſical Notion ;, and he muſt deſcend a ſtep or two from his lofty flights, (16:4. ) 
before he give a ſolid Solution to the Encumbrance, that ſame Argument from | * 
the Identity of Biſhop and Presbyter lays upon his Cauſe ; which is never one hair : 
helped, by the hard Words he beſtows on the Contrary Sentimeats-; for I agree 5 
farther, with our Author (and I am ſincerely willing to agree with him, as far as 
I can, ) that hard Words can never alter the nature of things, (Ibid.) and ſo a Pres- 
byterian Opinion founded on the Divine Teſti mony, is never the worſe that he calls 
it the hard names of a vin Conceit, wanting all proof, &c. (pag. 7:) and at the þ 17 
ſame time I account ꝰem very ill manner'd, that wou'd give Timothy and Titus \- 
or the Presbyters of Epheſus and Crete any Names unbecoming their ſacred Chara- 
dters; bat if calling Timothy an Evangeliſt, becauſe we find him called ſo, by Paul} © 
himſelf, 2. Tim. 4. 5. and Titus by the fame Name, becauſe all confeſs he bore 
the ſame Office with the other; and giving the Name of Biſhops to the Presbycers ] "3 
mentioned erenow ; if theſe, I ſay, be with our Author to call thoſe Miniſters by 5⁷ 
ont of the way Names; I'think the humble Presbyterians, may be content to bear al 2“ 
Reproach, that muſt equally fall upon an Inſpired-Apoſtle that went ſo far out 
of the way befare them. A IONS NM £4341 
And I muſt here obſerve, that had our Author in his Religious ſearch, looked 
as yare out for the Divine Rights of Preshyrery, as he did for the Prelacy, he might 
have foung a great deal, before he proceeded ſo far on, as the Epiſtles to Timo- 
thy and Titus, to fave him a Renounci ation of his preſent miſtake, by preventing hi 
falling into ir. But if he is ſtill reſolved to ſtay where he is; I am bold to ſay, the, 
| bulk of Þ/ſenters (I mean Presbyterians,) for the Truths ſake, will ſtay where 
they are, till he fall upon ſome luckier and more mighty Engine than Cora Tran 
greſſion to oblige them to follow him 0 es oe 37 
Mr. H-=-- informs us, (Ibid) of his Reading ſome of the moſt noted Authors if 
the Pre sbyterian Way: Mean time, I, that have but a very narrow acquaintanc} © 
with the Authors that have undertaken the Detence of Presbytery, venture iq 74 
tell him that the New-pore Devines are none of the. moſt noted Writers upolj **& 
that Subject; eſpecially if it be true he ſays, that they bring no Proof for the Pome 
he talks of, but u vain and fruitleſs endeavonr of ſhifting the Force af thoſe clear Tef 5 
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mo nies of Holy Scripture, whereby, he tells us, Epiſcopacy is as firmly eſtabliſhed 4s any 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion can be; here is towering Aſſertion indeed! But 
can Mr. H---- be ſerious ? Does he believe there is as elear Teſtimony in Scrip- 
ture tor the Diſputed Epiſcopacy, as for the Divine Perfection, the Incarnation, 
Death and Keſurrection of the Son of God? Does he think it as clearly taught 
in the Bible, that the Rights of Ordination and Furiſdiftion are to continue Anal- 
terably in the Hands of a ſingle Perſon throughout a whole Dioceſs, as that there 
is one Mediator between God and Man? But I hope Mr. H. -- will, ſometime 
or other, unſcrue this high Prelatick Pin; or tell the World, at leaſt, that him- 
ſelf only believes the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy as firmly as any other Article of 
his Creed; but will not ſay other People are to lock with his Eyes. 
| What, however, he is pleas'd to call a fruitleſs endeavour &c. I am ſtill ſo weak 
| as to reckon a very good Argument to prove the Miniſtry and employ ment of 
| Timothy and Titus to have been extraordinary, and them unfixed to any one Place 
| as their proper charge; notwithſtanding his labour'd Exception about the Scorifh 
Ainiſters (pag. 12, 13, 14. ) which | proceed now to conſider. 
Our Author having preſented us with a Copy of an Act of the General Aſſem- 
| bly of the Chureh of Scotland; ordering Mr. Robert Blair Miniſter of St. Andrews, 
| Mr. James Hamilton Miniſter of Drumfries, with ſeveral others, Anno. Dom. 
| 1642. And more again, Anno. 1943. and 1644. to come over and Labour a- 
| mong the ſcattered Flocks of Chriſt in the North of Ireland, &c. makes the follow- 
ing Improvement of that Story. 
| Hetells us in the firſt place, That as he cou d never reaſonably conclude, that Mr. 

Blair and Mr. Hamilton were looſed from the Miniſterial Relation which they bore to 
. Andrews and Drumfries by their Miſſion into the North of Ireland, ſo he can 
with as little reaſon perceive how Timothy's going to Rome, or Titus his movement 
into Nicopolis, cou'd ever make void their Epiſcopal Relation to the Sees of Epheſus 

and Crete over which the Apoſtle had before that Placed them. | 


Again, (proceeds he) if Mr. Blair, Mr. Hamilton, er any other of thoſe which 


| were ſent over in the Tears 42, 43 or 44. ſhould have happened to die whilſt in the 
North of Ireland, they won d have died Miniſters of St. Andrews and Drumfries, 
| &c. and not of the North of Ireland: Is lite manner had Timothy when ſext for bythe 


} Apoſtle, died at Rome, Philippi, or any other place, and Titus in Nico polis, Co- 


rinth or Dalmatia, they won not have died fixed Biſhops of any of thoſe places, 
J bit of Epheſus and Crete, Cc. 1 2 4 X | 
once more; continues our Author) Mr. Blair and Mr. Hamilton, by their Ordi- 
nations to the Pariſhes of St. Andrews and Drumfcies were made capable of Preach- 
ing &c. not only in thoſe Pariſhes to which, or Presbyteries by which they were Or dai- 
Þ ned, but even over the whole Chriſtian World, if Presbyterian Government had reached 
ſo far, juſt ſo, (ſays be) Timothy and Titus when Ordained by St. Paul Biſhops of E- 
4 pheſus ad Crete, were renderra b Exerciſing their Epiſcopal Power even o- 
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ver the whole Olriftian. Church. Nur oi e from their Movements by order of || © 
S Paul that they were extraordinary, Jiinerant. Officers and never bad been fixed a+ || | 
Epheſus a Crete, mare then it will, that Mr. Blair 214 Ar. Himilton never were * 
the fed Miniſters of St. Andrews and Drumfries, becauſe after they had for ſome- || \ 
I time performed Miniſterial Offices in thoſe Pariſhes, we find beim wandring through | E 
the North, Ireland by the order of the General Afſemvly, Fc. Theſe now, con- Ife 
13 rain the full ſtrength of our Authar's Reaſoning, n this occaſion, To which I. J 
mall preſently. attempt a full Anſwer. | 1 th 
His triple Improvement then, that he makes of this Parallel, is wholly built J th 
vpon the refuted Suppoſition, That Timothy and Titus were as undoubtedly fixed || th 
Biſhops,of Epheſus and Crete as that Mr.-Blair and Mr. Hamilton were Miniſters J ab 
of St. Andrews and Drumfries; as it runs upon a groſs Miltake of the deſign of | #1 
the Argument from the Travails of our Evangeliſis: which Is not intended to - 
MM 
et 
Bla 
W. 
0 
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prove that the Avements of Timothy and Tita from Epheſus and Crete, did looſe 
any Relation they ever had to thoſe Places; but ſeeing no ſolid Reaſon elſe | 
was ever brought why. theſe two Miniſters ſhould be thought Biſhops of Epheſus ye 
and Crere ; One wou'd think, that the leaſt in the World can be propoſed, with | - 
any aſſurance, as an Argument of their fixed Zpiſcopacy , were an Ordinary Re- 
ſidence; which the Scripture-Account of their Travails does evidently contra- 
dict. Moreover, when we conſider their Travail, we do not view them'pure- 
ly as Jale wandrings from one place to another; but take their Work alſo into 
the Conſideration - and that, we ſind, was really a ſubſhare of the Apoſtolical be. 
232 which no Ordinary Church Officer can pretend to have a fight to 
rrorm. e £ n 224 1 | _ FR | | 
3 wou'd we ſuppoſe, They had a peculiar Relation to the Churches of Ki ol 
Epheſus. and Crete; yet there is a diſparity ſtill behind, enough to ruio the |, 7 
ſtudied Paralel between their Caſe and that of the Scorriſh Miniſters, Mr. Blair 
and Mr. Hamilton might very well be wanted, for three or four Months from |, 1 
$t. Anarews and Dumfries, when there was abundance of Miniſters left in the I,“. 
Country, 80 ſupply their People with Preaching, and to aſſiſt the Standing ruling I, co 
Elder ſnip to exerciſe Diſcipline among them: But it is inconceivable, by me, I. “e. 
kow the Church of Epheſus and thoſe irregular People, throughout the ſpacious |, © 
Dioceſs of Crete, in their infant Conſtitution, cou'd be manag'd in the ablence 
of Timothy and Titus, not for three or four Months only, but, for all we know Thus 
for thrice as many Tears, eſpecially if we conſider that there is a downright] I. 
ſcarcity of Dioceſan Biſhops in the New; Teſtament, and our Author ſuppoſes, Hir. 
There was an utter Inability in the Presbyters they leſt behind em, to Ordain and Cen- Ie fa 
ſare. One wou'd believe, that a Stated Nen- Reſidence in ſuch Circumſtances as hat 
theſe, were ſufficient to unhinge an Epiſcopal Relation it ſelf! 1 
CCC ˙ AA 9 ThE ROAUON Pe: 
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fa Parallel to that of Thnerby and Tim, is what our Author, in a ſort of 
Heavy Banter, ] think, enclines to beſtow upon the pious Performances of thoſe 
worthy Paſtors, among the Deſolate Chriſtians, of this, then unhappy ſoffe- 
ring Connrry 5 viz. That it was an exraordinary Service. And he may if he pleaſ- 
es divert himſelf, with runiag ſomewhat of a more accurat compariſon than his 
former, between the Movements of Titus in Crete, and thoſe of Mr. Blair and Mr. 
Hamilton in Irelaud; | mean at the time they were ſent over hither, by the Au- 
thority of the General- Aſſembly : For they had formerly been fixed Paſtors, 
the one at Banger, the other at Bally walter, until the Severe Perſecutions under 
the Government of the Earl of Wentworth oblidg'd them to leave this Kingdom, 
about the Year 1636. which gave occaſion to their being fixed at St. Andrews 
| and Drumſries afterward they were both Chaplins to King Charles the I. and the 
| Son of the former died lately Chaplin to her prefent Majeſty Queen AN NE. 
| And having mentioned theſe hints to the honor of theſe tyro great and eminent 
| Men of Cod; | hope it will be no tranſgreſſion upon my Readers Patience, if 1 
yet ſubjoin ſome remarkable Circumſtances that happen'd in the Way of Mr: 
Blairs Admiſſion to the Miniſtry at Banger, which 1 Hall repreſent in his own 
Words, as I read 'em, in a creditable Manuſcript of his Life. | | 
| © Thecaſe of the People (ſaies he, talking of the North of Frelaud) through all 
© that part of the Country was moſt lamentable, they being drowned ia igno- 
® rance, Securitie, and Senſuality: My Lord Viſcount Clanbouy procured my 
©Admflion to the Miniſtry, having before, at my defire informed the Biſhop (vis. 
* Biſhop Erclin) how oppofit I was to Epiſcopacy, and their Liturgie; and fearing 
© he had not been plain enough; I declared the ſame my ſelf at our firſt mee- 
ting; notwithſtanding he was moſt willing J ſhoutd be planted there; ſaying, 
hear good of yon, and will impoſe no Conditions upon you; I am old and can teach 
“5 Ceremonies, and you can teach me Subſtance ; only Imuſt Ordain you, elſe nei- 
© ther I nor you, can anſwer the Law, nor brock the Land. | told him that was 
F contrary to my Principles, to which he replyed ; Whatever yon account of Epiſ- 
. copacy, yer I know you account a Presbyter ts have Divine Marrant; will you not 
'F* receive Ordination from Mr. Cunningham, and the Adjacent Brethren, and let me 
come in among them, in no other Relation (Obſerve the Biſhop's Condeſcention) | 
than a Presbyter. This I could not refuſe, and ſo the matter was carried. 
V 
b 


Thus far he. 

The Biſhop of Rapho, uſed much the fame Condeſcention toward the famous 
ir. John Livingſton; whoſe Settlement at Klinfoaw, was likewiſe. procured by 
She fame Nobleman mentioned ere now: as we have it in another Manuſcript of 
hat worthy Miniſters Life, wrote by himſelf (mean time I cannot but obſerve, 

hat it is a mighty loſs to the Publick that theſe, and a great many other valuable 
u Hapers, chat bear unſuſpected Accounts of the important Affairs of the Church 
if f | in. 
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Ins thoſe times, 
ment ny Wo 
Wou'd the Narrowneſs of the Sheet allow it, I cou'd advance ſeveral in- 
N Nances more to the ſame purpoſe, that do abundantly demonſtrate, that the 
eminent Prelates of thoſe Days did not ſtand fo very high, as our Author does, 
for the Prorogatives of Sole Oi dination and Juriſdiction : They held Ordination 
by Meer-Presbyters to be valid, ſince themſelves were pleaſed to join in Ordai- 
ning Mr. Blair and Mr. Livingſtox, in no other Character, than that of Presby- 
ters. And thoſe Miniſters, with Mr. Hamilton (Who, *ris Obervable, ſate a le- 
gil Member of the Convecation, Anno. 1634) were ſuffered to continue in the 
Legal Incumbency, in their ſeveral Pariſhes z until a ſeverer turn took the Admi- 
niſtrations in this Kingdom, notwithſtanding They and their People were, in all 
reſpects as properly Non-confirmiſts as any Presbyterians, among us, at this day. 
need not return, I think, now to inſiſt any more upon the Parallel, our 
Author drew; upon his bome-Example : nor ſhall I trouble my ſelf or the Read- 
er very much with the Byſtle he makes, and the Duſt he raiſes (Pag. 15, 16, 17) 
about the Temporal Power and Grandeur of the Biſhops of South-Britain and Ireland: 
For my own ſhare, were J as fully perſuaded, that thoſe Right Reverend Prelates bu 
kad a Divine Right for their Diſtinguiſhing Spiritual Prerogatives, as I am that A 
they have an indiſputable Human Right to the Civil Honors they poſſeſs, 1 
= fhould not continue one moment a Diſſenter on the Score of Epiſcopacy. | E 
=_— Tis eaſy toobſerve however, that our Authors Inclination to exalt the Church- I vl 


GI 
- 


2 


ſhould have lain ſo long already without ſome General improve: 


+ Mens Grandeur, got the better of his Judgment and Diſcretion too; when he at- a6 
7 tempts to derive their Right to civil Power from the ſrealitiſh Conſtitution. The | 
Prieſts and Levites of Iſrael were to determin, in Conjunction with the Civil A. 50 


—_  . gifrates, in harder matters of Controverſy, between Blood and Blood, Plea and Ples q 
= Stroke and Stroke, &c. Deut. 179. 8. c. and from their Sentence there lay nd © 
Appeal According to our Author then, the Chriſtian Paſtors muſt be inveſted 
wich the ſame Authority; for, it was no more than what God.g ave to the Huly Men 
of Ola! But thus he uncautiouſly oppoſes his Opinion to the Wiſdom of the Legi = 
ſlators iu theſe Nations, who have, by expreſs Statures, laid a decent Reſtraint oi q 
the Clergy ; ſo as they are never to be concern'd in giving Judgment upon Blood J 

at all. But 'tis yet a more mighty Eruption of Zeal for their Greatneſs, to make be 
Temporal Power ſo inſeparable from, the Clergy, as a Supenatural Power from us: 
Heaven muſt ſupply the want of it, in the unſectled State of the Chriſtian Church Ba 

(bag. 16.) If the deſign of any Supernatural Powers the Apoſtles were endowed win — 
was to put 4 Check to rhe moſt harden d Eforts; wicked Men cou d make 2A, Ma 


Propagation of the Goſpel; It looks a little ſtrange we ſnou'd hear of > very few? 
Iaſtances of the Exerciſe of ſuch a ſublime endowment ! nor do I think it eaſy to+ 
reconcile our Authors Opinion, in this matter, wich that ſevere Rebuke which 
our Bleſſed Lord gave his Diſciples, when they asked leave of him to call Fice 
down from Heaven upon the Obſtinate Samaritazs, Luk. 9. 55, 55. And I am- 
confident, he may, upon a ſtricter Enquiry, find occaſion to alter his Opinion a- 
bout theſe things; and come to kaow, that Hiſtory will act juſtify what he favs 
(pag. 17.) that, at the ſame time, Potentates and States, upon their Converſion- 
to Chriſtianity, began to form Laws in favours of Religion, they thought it highly rea- 
ſenable to inveſt the Biſhops of the Chriſtian Courch with ſome ſhare of the Civil Power, 
&c. For tho' Converted Princes, uſually took a very ſpeedy care for the Com- 
fortable ſupport of Goſpel Miniſters, yet they were not ſo very early, as be does im- 
agin, in confering Temporal Power upon 'em; and ſome of the Chriſtian Potentates, 
do, eveq;at this day, reckon themſelves never the unwiſer, nor any way injuri 
ous to the Clergy, by keeping them at a diſtance from State Affairs. 
But then our Author might have perform'd his petty Triumph (ibid.) with à- 
bundance of Ceremony, and paid the Eftabliſh'd Church her due revenue of 
| Praiſes, without awakening her Guards ag ainſt the Devices of Men, with a Story 
| fo loud as the tnunders of Eæcommunication: without laſhing the yielding Prelate - 
ſo ſeverely, as to alledge he deny d his Mafter by relinquiſhing the condemned 
Epiſcopacy; whereby alſo, he muſt diſtarb St. Peters Aſhes, and boldly Hoift the 
Prelacy into the balance with Jeſus Chriſt! 8 | | 
That Venerable Aſſembly however, needs none of my Aſſiſtance to Vindi- - 
| cate either their Conſtitution or Conduct: But I wonder how Mr. H. can blame 
them for having ſuch their Members, as he calls Lay-Mien, but whom themſelves - 
do juſtly believe, the Holy Scriptures do account proper Church-Officers ; and yet 
* think to ſtand clear of a rude Reflection upon the. Eſt abliſb d Church, that com- 
„Imits che moſt amful part of Spiritual Cenſure into the hands of ſuch as themſelves 
| and every body elſe hold to be no Church-Officers in the World; I mean the 
> 1 Power of Excommunicating into the hands of Lay-Chancellors? Aagiin he cannot 
} juſtly blame the General Aſſembly for Depoſing the 14. Biſhops, ſince herein they 
0 acted according to their Principle; that no ſuch Officer ought to be in the Churcha- 
„ he. cannot fairly accuſe them for pronouncing Sentence of Excommunication a- 
þ gainſt them, for Obſtinately Declining Eccleſiaſtical Authority, ſince for ſo much, 
„we ſee many thrown out of the Church, every day; ſince, mareover there were 
J Vaſt nambers caſt not only out of the Church, hut out of the World, .many Emi- 
be nent Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, Baniſh'd, and their Family Starv' d, for a Conſcien- 
Ft tious - 
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tious No n-complyance wirh the Impoſitions of a High ICommiſſon Court ( made up 
of High-Church-and High«Lay-Men)whoſe inſufferable Severities, furiouily drove 


on that Unanimous Revolution in Scotland, Anno. Dom. 1638. | have a per- 


Fe& averſion to turn over the Red Records, or rake into the Cruelties of a later 
date. But how little reaſon our Author had to Reprint. fuch forgotten Paſſages, at 


this time of the day, let him pleaſe to learn from the Mouth and Pen of a Fa« 


mous Living Divine of the urch of England; I mean Dr. Edwaras Diſcourſing, 


in his Sermon on the Union, concerning the preſent Eſtabliſh' d Coureh of Scotland, 
4% They have (/s he) with the patience of Confeſſors and Martyrs (and ſuch a 


great number of em were) born the fufferings which the Hight-Chur ch Men 


& brought upon them, and now when they are able to retaliate, they ſtudy not 


% Revenge, but let the World ſee, they can forgive as well as fer. 


Our Author ſeems. to perſuade himſelf (pag. 19) that the Nameleſs Miniſter 
he writes to, is guilty of a bold Invading the Office of the Living Biſhops : | ſup- 
poſe no Body will be much concern'd with the Faults of that Gentleman in the 
Clouds. But if there is any among our Mixiſte rs, whom Mr. H---- can reglly 
prove dipt in the Crime of Diotrephes ; guilty of any attempts upon a BiſhoP- 


. rick; if he but pleaſes fairly to fortify the Charge; I make no queſtion but the 


"PBrevbytery would quickly Chaſtiſe his ſpiritual Ambition for him. | 
i Pcs — ce lat Stroke muſt be fetth'd as far as from Geneva; whoſe Paſtors, 
it ſeems, have reared a Wonderful, Spiritual Friendſhip, of late, with the Uni. 
verſity of Oxford, upon the Ancient Correſpondence wich the Great Caluin and 


Bez maintain'd with the Venerable Prelates of the Engliſh Reformation. 7 hey 


J mighty value for the Engliſh Liturgy and Conteſſion of Faith; if they Re 
— _— —_— They wou'd moſt gladly communicate with their Eſtabliſh'd 
Church in Holy things; they never, when they were in England, avoided her Congre 


 avations and Commumon; Their Rites are ſuch, as the Government of the Republick 
and Neceſſity Require; and therefore the Diſſenters in England are not to pretend i. 


* Att by their, Example ; and conſequently, we muſt receive a ſound end ſerious rebukt 


from Geneva under the Perſons of our Diſſenting Brethren in England. And 
bat Cour Ant bar think) aggravates the Crimes ot Diſſenters here! 16, rhat whaſ 


the Genevians may juſtly plead neceſſity for, is done among us, without the leaſt ſnem of 


Anu their Biſhop mould not reform, but in the Aother Country from whence we wert 


Planted, ſome Prelates' were among ſt the earlieſt Reformers, Particularly Gordoi 


— 
* 


Biſhop of Galloway, ebe Abbots of Liudroſe, Culrofs, &c. the Prior of St. An 
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the Divine Right of Precbyters to ordain and Cenſure: and then if it did, 
that does not carry ſo much as the Face of an argument, to Prevail upon, 


the GevevaEpile as high as that of the Bible] whith yet is the only Rule he won d be 
1 ese by in tic Important Enquiry, about the Miſſion of his Paſtors. Does he be- 
ieve the Diſſenters in England, have no better Foundation for their Faith than the 
ts fallibte and {now we ſee) the Degenerate Sentiments of Geneva, or her Prelatizing 
© | Presbyters ? Or, ſhovld the Engliſh Presbyrerians venture their Faith vpon ſuch a 
| Frail Bottom, Mr. H----- has the readieſt opportunity in the World, to know, 
that the Jiſh Presbyrerians have got a better Baſis for theirs. «it 4 
I fay the Sentiments of Geneva, or thoſe, at leaſt of her Paſtors, the Author; 
of the Fam'd Letter to Oxford, are certainly Degenerate from the Nobler Tenents 
U their Venerable Reformers; when they pretend to form thefr Church Diſcip- 
Mie or Religions Rites according to the Model of the Government of the Republick : 
which I think the very ingenious Mr. Spademan has giv'n a very neat Demon- 
ſtration of, in his Stricturæ Breves in Epiſtolas &c. Whereot here attenpt to 
ATR ſome Paragrapbs, refering the Latin Reader to the Eloquent Origi- 
In Pag. 19 t hat Author advances theſe Reflections.“ The Diſſenters (ſaies he) 
cannot without regrate read that part of the Letter from the Genevian Ma- 
* ſters, where they tell us, they retain ſuch Rites( which word muſt import the whole 
re of their Diſcipline) as the Government of the Republick and Neceſſity do require ! 
For ſuch a declaration ſeems to caſt a very foul aſperſion upon their Reforma- 
** tion, and is what all Admirers of the Hierarchy are very fond of. "HE 
For what, I pray, can be a baſer Imputation upon any Chriſtian Church, 
than to have a'Worſhip and ſacred R:tes that ſubſiſt not by Divine Authority, 
4 © but are formed after Human Policy? Was it decent, the Laudable Reforma- 
* tion of Geneva, ſhou'd be daub'd with ſo courſe a ſtroak of Paint, by thoſe 
jj © very Perſons that owe it the higheſt Veneration; and thus the Memory of 
4 * CALVIN and FIRETUS, thoſe Eminent Men of God, be reader'd 
q ©* vaſtly infamous ? As if they had confulted Carnal Prudence (at leaſt) in man- 
4 © aging that Holy, and Heavenly Affair, | 8 


such a thing was certainly very far from the Genius of Piety, and Since- 

© rity that were very remarkable throughout the Actions of thoſe Men. The 
© Teſtimony of Zeza in the Life of Calvin, confirms what I now ſay, above all 
Exception. Where he tells us; that Calvin after his Return into the City (of 
* „ E | - Geneva) 


Ibis now, the Reader may plainly perceive, is à faithful Sum of what dur 
Author Offers by way of Perſuaſive from the Geneva Letter (Pag. 19, 20, 21-1 8 
And firſt of all, 1 obſerve upon it; That the Letter no where declares againft, © "0 


Diſſ nters, ro join the Eftabliſhed Church; unleſs he wou'd exalt the Authority of x 4 
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© cal Polity, agreeable to the ward of God, ſe ef abliſh'd by the Gil Sauction, as 
c neither Minijters nor People cou d afterpgrd Lawfully recede frem them. 
And Calvin himſelf (Epiſt. pag. 242. Edit. Amſter.) tells us, that their 
« Church was reformed according to the very pure Word, (viz of God.) Which #4 
i * the only Rule &c. | | 5 2 > 3 1 SY . 
And whereas the Oæfard Gentlemen were pleas d, in their Letter to Geneva, 
do aſſert very roundly, that Calvin himſelt, was fo great an appraver of the En- 
liſh Hierarchy, that he had pronounced ehem deſerving of the worſt Auathema, that 
paid not Veneration and Obedience to it, Mr. Spademan (Srifture brev. pag. 18.) 
makes this Remark upon it, That Caluiu is very indecently repreſented by the 
oh * Maſters of Oxford, will very eaſily appear, if we rehearſe Cz/vir's Words at 
length which they have giv'n us imd and defecive, if they (/ays Caluin, 
meaning the Papsſts) wou'dfhew us ſuch 4 Hierarchy, wherein the Biſhops might 
„ {o excel, as they won d not refuſe Subjeltion ta Chriſt 5, bus bave thein Dependence 
1 upon him as their ſole Haad; and mberoin they wou'd ſo maiut ain 4 Fravernal Soci- 
 B ©. ery among themſelves, at to be united by no other Ties than that of Troch; wby 
| te then I ſhow'd recon no Anathema too bid for him, that w 
| s neration and Obedience. Calv. Frat. p. Co. Ed. amt. 7a 
_ © Inthe following Pages the Author of the Sericturæ, proceeds to obſerve that 
tbe Words of Calvin juſt now cited, can by no juſt Conſtruction, Demonſtrate 
him an approver of the Prelacy; nay, that he very ſtrongliy impugus. it, in his 
Diſputation concerning the Epiſcopal Function, eſpecially ig the 4 Book at his 
Inſtitutions, Chap. 34. fo that by Suhjedti on to Chriſt, in the above Citation, tis 
no difficuhy to ſee that Calvenynderftood the Embracing that Church: Diſcipline, 
which the Apoſtles inſtituted by the Command of Chriſt, and wherein Precbyter 
and Biſhop are reckon'd of the fame order &. And he oblexves that the G- 
ans themfelves muſt own thus much, by their Subſcribing the 30th Article of the 
Gallick Confeſſion, ſo that the above Avetberrs cannot be. del agalalt the Ds/- 
ſenters, who are of the ſame Opinion with bim whe pronauaced is, | 
And by this time, one may fee, the Plea. of the Necoſity makes as little for the 
Geneviaus as can be-3 except youcall the Sci ipture · rule a Neceſſey; and that will 
ſtill be followed by Choice, by every good Man, fo far as he underſtands it; and 
any other Neceſſity than Religious Oblig ien, makes but a very foreign Argument 
for Religious T enets. 5 Fes | : 
But notwithſtanding this ſame Diverſkty of Qpinionabout the Schemes of Cuxch- 
 Gevernmest, I do firmly believe the Glorious Reformers in England aud Fans 
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and all Europe over, (for they did not f Wich Mr. H. think the thing fo plain - 
y and unakerably fix'd in any one may) did live and die in the moſt perfect Chl. 
rity one among another, as Pn verily perſuaded all the Refa med Churches, and 
the very Prehyeriays themſelves as bad as ſome People wou'd have em thought, 

do ſtilt cheriſh a fncere Chriſtian Affection towards the Eſt abliſb d Churches of Bn: | 
gland and Ireland; but cannot be brought to believe that Gene va and the Uni- 
verſity in particular, can be yet ſo univerſally Friends; whilſt, not much ahove 

2 year ago, | find the Name of Geneva tum A into Diſeſtrem, by a very famous 
Member of Qx/ord, in the moſt _ Pulpit: in #riazn. However with my ©. 
heartieſt wiſhes. that the two, n Societues may bence forth live the bell 
Friends in the World ; I come now. te remark; that, ib the Pea of Weceſfity were 


a good Apology for Precbyterign Government, our Metber-Country bad It, at be 


Refezmation, for all our Author has advanc'd to the Congrary., 1 
For had he been pleas'd te look ſome Pare forwasd inte the Hiſtory of the 
Reformation in Scotland, he cou'd obſerve, that Alexander Gordon Biſhop of 
Galloway and what other Prelates or Inferior Clergy join'd the Reformation,” did 
'aQualy ſubſeribe the Book of Diſcipline 27th of January 1560 by which, that Au- 
I thor obſerves, they renounced Prelacy as well as Popery. Though the wary 
| Prelate Gordon and his Aaherents, with a fort of Proeeſtars Souls in Popiſa Bodies, 
reform with a Prexiſo far their/Livings, And the form of that Aebi of 
che Book of Diſcipline, as an Original in it's Kind ; a fpecimen of a very aukmard 4 
piece of Conditional Reformation, will not perhaps be undeverting to the Reader, 4 
and ſhow him, how very little that Glorious Work was owing to the Scottiſh: - 3 
Prelates, and their other Clergy. It ſtands, Lib. 3, Pag. 276. of that Hiſtory, 
Edit. Lond. 1644. Thus 55 . 
« We which have ſubſcribed theſe Preſents, having adviſed with the Articles. 
& herein ſpecified, as is above mentioned from the beginning of this Bock, 4 
« thinks the ſame Good and Conforme to God's Word, in all points conforme: = 
to the notes and: Additions thereto asked, and do promiſe to ſet the ſame | 
* forward at the uttermoſt of our powers, Providing that the Biſhops, Abbors, . 
© Priors and other Prelates and Beneficed Men which elſe have ad joined them - 
ſelves to us, brook the Revenues of their Benefices dureing their Life- times, 
they ſuſtaining and upholding the Miniſtry and Miniſters, as is herein ſpeci- 
fied, for Preaching of the Word and Minĩſtring of Sacraments, N 
But after all, I wonder where was our Authors Neceſſity to give us a Catalogue 
f the Reforming Abbots and Priors, along with Biſhops (Pag. 19) unleſs he was 
f a mind with the Prelates in King Charles the Firſt's time who began to pretend! 
gh to the Tithes, and Zmpropriations, and prevail'd ſo far as they got one Lear- 
| | 1 h mo mh,. 
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liter preſented Abet of Zindores, (as Dr. Burner informs us, in): 
the Afemoirs of the Houſe Hamilton) For the truth is, tis ever) 


Bd an Argument that Abbots and Priors ſhould * be continu'd in th 3 


E. 


Ecauſe ſome ſuch join d the Reformation, as that Biſhops ought to be 


: 2 > 3: , 4 N 
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Hodges, down from his Ominons 
* on to the Happier. period of Genev#'s Reconcilement FF 
eerſity of Oxferd. And f what I have thus offered, ſhall not be eſteem? 
Him :o condemn him in the Change he has made, with Reſpect to his 
church. Government it were 4 very Friendly Office in him, to let me 
will! And if any one thinks this an odd ſort of Propoſal, 1 t ell him, 
Copy of our Author's Concluding Thought, which Tleave the Reader 
C—— -oooip opmodho Mo, 1 SORTS a” 
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